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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hereas p. 4. TI have accus d Dr. Snape 
of flinging up one of his Lyes againſt 
the Biſhop of Bangor, I am oblig d by his laſt 
Pamphlet to recal that Paſſage, and do him 
the Fuſtice to own, that he takes to his Lye a- 
gain as affectionately as ever; and tho the 
Voucher of it is ſlipp d aſide, and has carry d 
the Truth of the Fact off with him, yet the 
Doctor has great Hopes, that if he houſes the 
Lye a little longer, he ſhall ſee it ripen into 
a Truth in 4: ph 

The Remarks upon Dr. Sherlock's Conſide- 
rations, Sc. are now in the Preſs, and will be 
publiſhd in two or three Days. It was de- 
fiend at firſt, to have thrown them inte the 
ſame Pamphlet with theſe, but it was after- 
wards thought more convenient to print them 
apart, on account of the Number of Sheets, 
promy would have made too great a Bulk toge- 
ther. ; 
As Dr. Sherlock frequently infinuates, that 
Mr. Sykes wrote by the Inſtigation and Di- 
rection of the Biſhop, and takes Occaſion from 
thence to ſay ſeveral Sayings againſt the 72 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
ſhop himſelf; to prevent, if poſſible, all Suſpi- 


cion of this Nature concerning thefe. Papers, 
and ſhut up that Sally-Port of the Doctors 
Wit, 1 aſſure him ſeriouſly, that I am unknown 
both to the Biſhop and Mr. Sykes, and that 
what I have written is, and will be a Secret 
to them, till they ſee it in Print. | 


ERRAT A. 


+9. I. 5. from the Bottom, for diſtra@, r. diflort. 
p. 10. I. ult. for its r. bis. p. 46. 1. 5. from the 
Bottom, after here, add he. p. go. |. 17. r. and give, 


UPON 


Dr. ShERLOCK's Anſwer, &c. 


WIT) OME Years ago Mr. Le cler 

rote a ſhort Diſcourſe upon 
a Theological Argument, as he 
calls it, drawn from Odium 
and popular Defamation ; of 
which he produces ſeveral Ex- 
amples out of an antient Au- 
2901 But if he were to write again, his Book 
wou'd be twice as good ; for the Biſhop of Bau- 
gor's Adverſaries have improv'd this gracious 
Art ſo ſurprizingly, that the old Practitioners 
in it are no more to be nam'd with the preſent, 
than the Old Manner of Fighting is with the 
Modern, and the battering Ram and the Sling, 
with the Musket and the Cannon. They were 
mere Coaſters in Scandal, and only rail'd warm- 
ly upon their Antagoniſt's Opinions, and ſtu- 
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idly left him to enjoy his Character, in other 
Reſpeds, unhurt; but our bold Sailors ſtand 
out into the main Sea, and viſit every Quarter to 
open new Mines of Infamy to enrich their Li- 
bels. They aſſail a Man who ventures to ut- 
ter Truth without their Licenſe, in every Part, 
and wound him all over, like poor Deiphobus in 
Virgil, becauſe if they can once murder his Re- 
putation, they are honeſtly aſſur'd his Reaſons 
will die with it. 

In this way Dr. Snape has diſtinguiſh'd him - 
ſelf with particular Advantage. He broke 
open the Biſhop's Breaſt to ſearch for Perjury, 
and broke open his Family to ſeize upon the Se- 
crets of that, and expoſe them to Publick Sale. 
For this ruſhing into a Man's Domeſtick Af- 
fairs is downright Burglary, and of the vileſt 
Kind; becauſe if a Man's Houſe is his Caſtle, 
his private Concerns ought to be more ſacred 
and ſecure in it, than his Goods, or even his 
Perſon; for when once his Honour is feloni- 
ouſly Robb'd from him, all elſe that is left be · 
hind is not worth keeping. The Biſhop has 
raisd an Hue and Cry after the Doctor for one 
Lie; and the Doctor finding himſelf hotly pur- 
ſu'd, ſilently drops it in a Corner, like ſtolen 
Goods ; but the other he will by no Means let 
go, tho' the Evidence is full againſt him ; and 
deſigns to prove it to be no Lie, by perſiſting 
in it. And ſo That, it ſeems, muſt remain in his 
Hands to make Expcriments upon ; and if he 
can diſcover a Philoſopher's Stone to turn a Lie 
into Truth, he may be Adept enough at the 
ſame Time to anſwer the Biſhop, and confute 
his Doctrines; and both theſe Wonders he will 
perform in à Day. 


5.1 
1 will not call this a Holy War, which they 
have made upon the Biſhop; for it is Unholy, and 
Unchriſtian and Unhuman. Dr. Sherlock, who help'd 
at the Council-Board, and zealoufly got it pro- 
claim'd, has been alſo drawn into the Ficld, where 
he has won no Honour, tho' he march'd into ir 
with as haughty a Port and btg a Stride as Go- 
liah or Haraphah of Gath, and thunder'd in the 
Biſhop's Ears, SO METHING he muſt part with, 
+ He will find, &c. and, I the Anſwer is ſhort, —— 
They (the Committee's Reaſons of their Charge) 


will be maintain d; (for this is plainly the Do- 


ctor's Voice) with other Terms of huge De- 
fiance, Once when the Doctor came forth, 
he was met by the Biſhop and his Second the 


F Letter-Mriter, and I think they ſent him back, 


Down Cloven to the Waſte, with ſhatter d Arms, 
like Moloch in Milton; and as he has ſince 
made another Sally I will take up the Gaunt- 


let againſt this Challenger, and ſee whether I 
cannot get Him to part with Something, even 
both his Letters; for his Breaſt-Plate and Back- 
Plate, as far as I can diſcover, are Authority 
and Decrees, and they are mere Paſte Board, 


and I will pierce them thro' and thro”. 

The Biſhop and Mr. Sykes have indeed laid 
waſte the Doctor's Arguments in his firſt Letter, 
but his Wit and Pleaſantry they have unhand- 


ſomely neglected ; and in that Sence have left a 
fine Part of the Building ſtanding : It may not 


be amiſs therefore to take a difterent Manner, 
and diſpure with him at -both Weapons, his 
Wit and his Reaſoning too, and endeavour to 
make a total Demolition. 
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Tho' both his Letters are wrote with admi- 
rable Grace and Spirit, the laſt excels the for- 
mer; the Eloquence of it is more invidious and 
warm; and theArgumentative Quibbles, Epigram- 
Conceits, and Rhetorical Figures are ſown with 
a more plentiful Hand ; and it carries a nobler 
Air of becoming Loftineſs and Scorn. From 
theſe individuating Characters, it is that I have 
aſcrib'd the ingenious Pamphlet entitled, Re- 
marks upon the Biſhop of Bangor's Treatment of the 
Clergy and Convocation, to the Doctor's Pen. S- 
mili frondeſcit Virga Metallo ; The ſame inimita- 
ble Genius ſhines in that, it is equally Golden, 
and tho' he modeſtly publiſh'd it without his 
Name, he has illuſtriouſly ſet his Mark, and ſtands 
diſcover'd by his own Light. 

I wou'd not defraud others of the Praiſes 
they well deſerve, but I muſt prefer the Doctor's 
Writings in the preſent Controverſy, as the moſt 
beautiful Contraſte to the Biſhop's that can be 
invented. The Biſhop purſues an Argument 
cooly, and with the greateſt Clearneſs, Im- 
partiality, and Temper, and never wanders in- 
to Perſonal Reflections, or ſuffers the leaſt Inti- 
mation to eſcape him that he knows, what all 
beſides know with Pleaſure, how well he writes; 
but the Doctor uſes a contrary Art ; he embroils 
the Queſtion as dextrouſly as he is able, and 
2cquaints us he has the very beſt Opinion of 
himſelf, and the very meaneſt of his Oppoſers ; 
he huffs them and reproaches them, and even 
deſpiſes the Subject for their ſake, and ſpurns at 
that; in which his Paſſion is wilder than Ajax's, 
for tho' he cou'd not bear Uly/ſes for a Rival, 
vet he never undervalued the Arms. But the 
Doctor's Pride is, like his Expofition of his No- 
wenter-Sermon, wholly new and ſingular ; eng 0 
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far outgoes the common Size, that it is indeed 
Pride grown Proud. 

Hence he treats the Biſhop and Mr. Sykes with 
Ridicule and a ſmiling Contempt ; becauſe the 
Leer of a pretended Reſpe& is more biting than 
the manly Roughneſs of a dire& Reſentment. 
But tho' this Impertinence of Scorn is a conve- 
nient Common-Place for an Orator, it does 
pot become him, who ought to have the Seri- 
ouſneſs of a Divine, the Sedateneſs of a juſt Diſ- 
putant, and the good Breeding of a Gentle- 
man. 

From this Principle of little Greatneſs he 
takes Care never to mention Mr. Sykes but un- 
der ſome Term of manifeſt Deſpite ; as the 
Letter-Writer, the good Man, my Friend, and my 
good Friend. Theſe Flowers of Reſpe& are in 
the Doctor's Reply to Mr. Sykes's firſt Letter, to 
which Mr. Hees had not ſet his Name: which 
however did not diſenable the Doctor to men- 
tion him in a handſome Manner. And tho' Mr. 
Sykes ſubſcrib'd his ſecond Letter, the Doctor 
w1ll not forſake his old Freedom, nor be drawn 
into any Complaiſance; for there he is the Biſhop's 
Friend, and his Friend the Letter-WMWriter, and the 
Biſbop's Second; For the Doctor was heated, and 
deſigning to lay about him more deſperately, very 
properly changes his Style, and ſpeaks in a Mi- 
litary Phraſe. And to ſhew that the Doctor's 
Stomach was too ſtout to condeſcend on any 
Terms to name him, he is content in one Place 
to violate Grammar it ſelf, rather than undergo 
the Humiliation of calling him Mr. Hles, be- 
cauſe he muſt then have ſaid Mr. as well as 
Sykes. It is in the Doctor's ſecond Letter, which 
is all addreſs'd to the Biſhop of Bangor; in the 
Body of which, at once, without any Antece- 

dent, 


84 


dent, he talks of anſwering his Letter. His Let- 
ter! Whoſe Letter? Mr. Sjkess. Why cou'd 
not the Doctor ſay ſo then, and give us Com- 
mon Engli;b > He cou'd not, for the invincible 
Reaſon above. 

But it is no wonder the Doctor is ſo wittily 
ſevere upon Mr. Sykes ; ſince by not putting his 
Name to his firſt Letter, he boldly circumvent- 
ed the Doctor into an Anſwer, and procur'd 
himſelf ſuch an unmerited Dignity by a Stra- 
tagem, For the Doctor being left to grope in 
the dark for his Adverſary, certainly gueſs'd 


him to be of no ſmall Rank and Figure, and 


little ſuſpeaed it was a Clergy man, who had 
but one Preferment, that had offer'd to out-argue 
him, who had fix or ſeven. Let as great as the 
Doctor ſuppos'd him to be, he knew very 
well it would ſtill be a ſtooping in him to take 
Notice of him, and therefore he provided for his 
Honour by returning a ſcornful and contemptu- 
ous Anſwer; and by directing the latter Part 
of it to the Biſhop himſelf, he made ſure of 
bringing one Perſon of Quality at leaſt into his 
Company, and telling his Tale to a Lord as well 
as a Divine. 

After this Deceit it was maliciouſly done in 
Mr. Sykes to ſer his Name at Length to his ſecond 
Letter: for when the Doctor ſaw it was nei- 
ther a Biſhop, Dean nor Archdeacon, that had 
ſo diſtreſs'd him, he mult be enrag'd as highly 
as Ajax was, when Ulyſſes won the Arms. Un- 
der this Provocation it was not poſſible for him 
to be ſilent, and it was leſs poſſible for him 
knowingly and wittingly to make a Reply di- 
rectly to one fix times Inferiour to himſelf. 
How fortunate was it that the Biſhop annex'd 
a Poltſcript to Mr. Sykes's Letter? This happy 
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Mr. Sykes, and to ſhew they did not agreewyitl 


[9] 


Expedient the Doctor gladly embrac'd, and wrote 


| to the Biſhop; and ſalul Dignitate ſud, obliquely lets 
Þ the other underſtand how heartily he deſpiſes 


him, and how deeply he reſents the Affront. 
What mov'd the Doctor ro promote the Bull 
of the Convocation againſt the Biſhop, /'I will 


2 notenquire ; but Mr. Sykes, we ſee, proyok'd 
him to write, by ing him in Mind, that he 
had himſelf-preachd the ſame Doctrines as the 
© Biſhop whom he aſſiſted ro condemn, The Pa- 
rallel was' undeniably ſhewn by ſeveral Inſtances, 
in ſome. of which the Doctor rather roſe higher 
in his Expreſſions than the Biſhop. Under this 
= untoward Dilemma, to which he was reduc'd, 


of either retracting his own Sermon, or re- 
voking his Cenſure of the. Biſhop's, the Do- 


2 Gor, to every one's Surprize, declar'd: he wou'd 


hold them both faſt, and part with, neither. 
Mr. Sykes. infilted in his ſecond Letter, with 


bi Proofs which will not be anſwer'd, that the 
7 Doctor cou'd: not make out a Title to more than 
one, and demonſtrated over again that the two 


Sermons did contain the ſame Doctrines, and 
puſn d hard on the Doctor with the ſcurvy Con- 
ſequence of quitting his Sermon, or undecreeing 
his Committee s Decree + as if a Man might not, 
if he pleas'd; maintain both ſides of a Queſtion 
together nolan. oss 

fore I enter upon the Doctor's Letters, it 


will be proper to obſetve in how convenient a 


Method he has craftily diſpos'd the firſt, in or- 
der to throw the Subject into Confuſion, and 
diſtract it to the Reader's Eye. La! 

The Buſineſs he had upon his Hands, was to 
conſider the Paſſages of his Sermon quoted by 


thoſe produc'd from the Biſhop x Bur 
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Doctor's Cunning taught him a ſafer way: He 
was aware the Fort was not tenable, and there · 
fore he erets a Number of Out - works, to 
keep off the Aſſault. His Letter contains 62 
Pages; in the firſt 36 of which, he overſhades 
the Queſt ion by a Train of introductory Digreſ· 
ſions and Diſſer tations; the laſt 12 he employs 
upon the Biſhop's future Reply, and privately 
ſlides in the only Point before him, in 14 inter- 
mediate Pages; where it lies hid in a Croud, 
and protected in Front and Rear. It was dan- 
gerous, he knew, to let the Reader looſe upon 

it immediately; he muſt be march'd thro' a Va- 
riety of Turnings and Windings, that when he 
is at laſt brought out into the Road, he may 
not know where he is; and ſo the Doctor has 
Time to eſcape, and carry off his Sermon with 
him. This is perfectly hoodwinking a Man in 
2 Room, and wheeling him round, and then 
bidding him find the Door. And is not this 

very fair and ingenuous, and like one who real- 
ly deſign'd to * enable the Reader to decide the Cun- 
troverſy ? In the Beginning he diſſipates his At- 
tention and encumbers him with two Sheets of 
Circumlocution, and perverts his Judgment by 
falſe Colours and artful Diſguiſes, and at the 
Concluſion puſhes the Subject out of his Thoughts, 
by a declamatory Accuſation of the Biſhop, and 
leaves that for the laſt Impreſſion on his Mind. 

Thro' theſe Serpentine Twiſtings and Involu- 
tions, muſt I now follow the Doctor, and try 

to unravel him, and ſtretch out his Sophiſms at 
full Length, tho he has coil'd. himſelf up in them 
as cloſe as a Cable, and lies ſnug in its Folds. 
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The very Opening of the Doctor's firſt 
Letter has an ill Omen, becauſe he ſtum- 
bles at ſetting out. He excuſes himſelf to the 
World for troubling them with an Affair which 
is ſo wholly concern d with Perſons, und ſo little 
with Things, as not to be worth their Attention. If 
it is wholly concern'd with Perſons, it cannot 
be concern'd with Things at all; any more than 


the Mufti in Don Sebaſtian, after he had diſpos'd 
of the two halfs of his Profits for his own Uſe, 
had a Remainder to help the Poor. And 


certainly he who was not barely an Accom- 
plice, but a Principal and Solicitor to get this 
Controverſy made Perſonal, upon the Biſhop 
by Name, might have had more Diſcretion than 
to recall it to our Memory by ſuch an unſea- 
ſonable Sentence; tho' perhaps the Doctor no 
more remembers what he did himſelf a little 


while ago in Convocation, than he * knows 
What was publickly done in it againſt his own 
Father, when once the Biſhop mention'd it to 


him. But the Affair here, I ſuppoſe, is the 
Doctor's own Affair, of having preach'd a 
Sermon agreeing with the Biſhop's which he 
condemn'd ; and I am ſure it can never be our 
of Humility that he tells us it is not worth our 
Attention; he is only afraid if we attend to it, 


we ſhall ſee Mr. Skes's Charge is true, and that 


the Doctor as a Preacher and as a Voter of the 
Committee, will have a foul Contradict ion found up- 
on his Hands: He may well be in Pain for this, 
but the World has no Reaſon to ſhut their Eyes, 
to keep him in Countenance. 


* 24 Letter, p. 62. 
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I wiſh he wou'd have told us what thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances are, why he cannot at preſent accept the 
Compliment of agreeing with the Biſhop of Bangor. 
Is it becauſe the Biſhop's Doctrines are falſe ? 
I think it cannot be that, ſince the Doctor has 
very fully deliver d the ſame in his November- 
Sermon, and he ſtill owns all the Words of that 
Sermon, and the Words will always own and 
retain their old and natural Meaning, tho' the 
Doctor wou'd fain vamp then up with a new 
one. What then can be the Secret of this Self- 
denial of the Doctor's? for all ſenſible Men know 
it is a Compliment and a high one, to be ſaid 
to agree with the Biſhop of Bangor. I fancy 
I can make a ſhrewd Conjecture about it. If the 
Doctor accepts this Compliment, he muſt pay 
unconſcionably dear for it, he muſt renounce his 
Committce- Anathema ; and releaſe the Biſhop ; and 
as ſoon as do that, the Doctor wou'd, not f teach 
Children to read, but, which is a ſorer Affliction, 
call the Letter-Writer Mr. Sykes, and ſhew him 
common Manners. ae . 

I can by no Means agree that the Doctor was 
under a Neceſſity, as he ſays he was, of ſhewing that 
the Biſhop's DoGrines and his are not the ſame ; for 
no Impoſſibility can be neceſſary; the Neceſſi- 
ty lies on the contrary fide, and will bind it 
down upon him, that the Doctrines are and muſt 
be the ſame. All the Neceſſity he Jabour'd un- 
der was to try his Skill to ſeem to diſtinguiſh be- 
between them. For the Doctor conſider d the 
Greek Proverb, yam; Pays, 3 wi S, that if a 
Man begins to eat the Snail, he muſt eat it 
all; and therefore having joyn'd in the Cenſure 
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* See tbe Doctors 2d Letter, p. 65. 
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of the Committee, he reſoly'd to adhere, and to 
plunge on intrepidly thro' all Conſequences. 
My Intention, ſays the Doctor, is not to tranſ- 

eſs the Bounds Hax by the Letter-IWriter : 
Thoſe Bounds reſtrain'd him to Paſſages of his 
Sermon, quoted in the Letter; and yet he breaks 
thoſe Bounds, and wantonly rambles out, to di- 
re& the Biſhop about his future Anſwer, and 
merrily to get the ſtart of him, in confuting 
his Reply before it was wrote. 

The Appeal is, indeed, made to the World, and 
it will ref? there, let the Examination be reſum d, 
when, and where it will: For tho' it ſhou'd be 
reviv'd in Convocation, which is what the Doctor 
means by proper Time and Place, the Truth of 
the Argument will not be leſs clear to the World, 
and all Men have as much Right to judge of 
it, as any Aſſembly of the Clergy. The * Con- 
voc ation, the Doctor ſays, cannot now ſpeak for it 
felf ; that is, ex Cathedra, they cannot decree Au- 
thoritatively, and Fulminate ; but is not every 
Member of it at full Liberty. to offer his Rea- 
ſons againſt the Biſhop's Doctrines, and ſupport 
their Cenſure, the only Way it can be ſupport- 
ed, by Arguments? 

In his laſt Letter the Doctor is more than 
once ſneering at the Biſhop's Politics; but he 
wou'd have been wiſer in keeping in his idle 
Laugh, till he was out of Danger of hav- 
ing the true Jeſt fall upon himſelf, as it does 
here ; for he is neither a Politician nor a Di- 
vine, when he ſays, It is the proper Buſineſs of the 
Magiſirate, to ſee that Obedience be paid to the Di- 
Frates of the Law of Reaſon, with reſpect to God, as well 
as Men; and that Offences agains? them be puniſhed. 
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Thus the Magiſtrate muſt eſtabliſh the Copernican 
Syſtem, and Euclid's Elements, and puniſh thoſe 
who queſtion them; and he muſt grope Conſcien- 
ces, to ſee whether a Man 1s pure in Heart, and 
fincere in his Profeſſion. And the Doctor ſuppoſes 
theſe abſurd and impoſſible Things wil be al. 
low'd to be the Magiſtrate's proper Buſineſs, becauſe 
he derives his Power from God, and rules over rea- 
ſonable Creatures. This forry Syſtem of No- Poli- 
tics, and No-Divinity, 1s what he will prove, 
if he can ; and when he does, I hope he will 
preſent it to the Inquiſitor-General, and the 
Grand Seignior. 

I uon d obſerve to the Reader, ſays the Doctor, 
that theſe Moral Laws (againſt Murder, Oc.) are 
a Part of Religion; they are the main conſtituent Parts 
of the Chriſtian Religion. And ſince this Divine un- 
derſtands Divinity no better, it is Time to teach 
him. The main conſtituent Parts of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, are not theſe Moral Duties, for 
they belong equally to Natural Religion, and 
conſtitute that ; bur they are thofe Duties, and 
thoſe Doctrines, which are peculiar to Chriſtia- 


nity, and contradiſtinguiſh it to all other 1 of 
or 


ons; as our Lord's dying a Piacular Victim 
the Sins of Mankind, and being made the Sa- 
viour and judge of the World, the worſhipping 
of God thro' him as a Mediator, the Promiſe of 
the Holy Ghoſt, the two Sacraments, &c. And 
the Laws of Chris, in the Sentence quoted from 
the Biſhop, do not reſpect theſe Evangelical 
Truths, but are Laws, or Precepts, concerning 
Moral Duties of Practice, which our Saviour 
deliver'd : The Doctor mult therefore look out 
another Voucher to his wrong Theology, and 
not give in the Biſhop's Name. And whoever 
excludes the Magiſtrate from adding Sanctions 
to 
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to the Laws of Chriſt, does nor exclude him, 
as the Doctor wretchedly affirms, from addin 


Sanctions to the Laws of Reaſon and Nature in 
groſs, but only from adding them to ſuch as 
are not of a Civil Nature, and therefore not 
within his Province: Were Religion in general 
ever ſo. plain and uniform, it wou'd not be left to 
* the Magiſirate to entorce Obedience, becauſe 
Religious Obedience proceeding from an inter- 
nal Principle, is entirely out of his and all Mens 
+ View and Knowledge. | 
But the Doctor having ſhewn us, that he does 
not underſtand Religion in general, advances 
farther, to prove that he underſtands Reveal'd 
Religion in particular as little, and tells us, As 
to the Chriſtian Inſtitution. particularly, if the Church 
every where. taught the ſame Doftrines which Chris? 
and his Apoſtles publiſh'd, and no other; it wou'd 
be very proper for the Magiſtrate, nay, his Duty 
to add the Sant ions of this World, to keep People 
* ſtedfas}. to the Duty which they acknowledged to be 
* enucumbent on them, in virtue of the Principles and 
* Dodtrines univerſally receiv'd. This is a double Ab- 
ſurdity, on account of the Nature of Religious 
Obedience in general, and of the Genius of the 
Chriſtian Religion in particular; The Weapons 
of - whoſe Marfare, St. Paul ſays, are not Carnal, 
but Spiritual; nor did the ſame Apoſtle, when 
he had converted the Deputy of the Province, 
deſire him to employ his Authority to propa- 
gate the Goſpel, or make temporal Edicts to 
govern the Churches 
The Doctor asks how- the [Magiſtrate of this 
World can better employ his Power, than by applying 
it to thoſe very Points which God hat apply d the 
Santctions of the other World? And if his exorbi- 
tant Capacity is really puzzled for an Anſwer, 
| ler 
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let him give place to the Letter-Writer, for he 
has found a clear one in p. 10. of his Second 
Letter; and ſhews, that this is beating a Drum 
for Perſecution, and raiſing a Troop of Horſe 
to convert Diſſenters. And I will give the Do- 
ctor another Leſſon in Divinity and Politics, and 
appriſe him, that the Magiſtrate's Sanctions are, 
and can be apply'd only to regulate External 
Actions of Civil Society; but the awful San- 
ctions of the other World are apply'd by an 
All-knowing and Juſt God, to govern the Prin- 
ciples of the Mind, and the moſt ſecret and in- 
ward Motions of the Soul, and to reward or 
puniſh outward Actions, not abſtractedly in 
themſelves, but as proceeding from. the Princi- 
ples of the Heart. This ſalutary Conceit of 
giving Religion a Lift by Fines, and Premiums, 
4 and Military Executions, and ſuch like, the 
Doctor encourages the Magiſtrate to purſue, by 
inſinuating, that he has before him the Example 
of God himſelf. Can he have à better Example 
to follow, ſays the Doctor, than that of God him- 
ſelf, in uſing the Power eutruſted to him by God ? 
But the Example of God, in this Matter, is 
againſt the Magiſtrate, and not for him; for 
God has neither promis d Civil Advantages, 
nor threaten'd Civil Penalties, to good Men and 
Sinners. | nt . an 
The Doctor ſays, It ought to be remember d, that 

all Rewards and Puniſhments, whether of this World, © 
or the next, operate on the Mind in the ſame Way. 
Which is true; but it ought to be remembred al- 
© fo, that he is ſhuffling out a Baſtard-Conſequence 
from theſe true-born Premiſes ;- for tho' theſe. 
Rewards and Punifhments pperate on the Mind 
in the ſame Way, namely, by affecting our Hope 
and Fear, they cannot produce the ſame Effect; 
becauſe 
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becauſe Men knowing they are puniſh'd here 
only for the external Act, will be cautious only 
4s to that; but the Puniſhments of the next 
World, being inflicted for wicked Appetites, 
are thereby capable of controuling their inward 
Deſires and Thoughts, as well as the outward 
Deeds. Temporal Puniſhments and Rewards 
therefore may reſtrain from Overt Acts of Inju- 
ſtice, and incourage Actions of Public Benefit; 
and theſe Effects being real and ſolid to the Bo- 


1 dy Politic, are to be admitted as real Political 
® Virtues ; that is, not Virtues in themſelves, and 


aſolutely ſuch, but Virtues in this limited Senſe, 
and as reſpecting this particular End, which 
is certainly anſwer'd by them. But as for the 
Virtue Religion requires, which is Virtue, intrin- 
ſically ſuch, according to the Eternal Rules of 
Moral Rectitude, theſe Sanctions cannot produce 
it ; but are in their Nature more apt to promote 
Hypocriſy, becauſe the Penalties may be e- 
ſcap'd, and the Reward obtaind by the mere 
outward Abſtinence and Appearance, and the 


Z Fallacy within can never be detected. 


I have complain'd very much of the Doctor's 
wrong Divinity and Politics; and I think I have 
done fo, with good Reaſon ; and if any are yet 
of another Mind, the following Sentence, I be- 
lieve, will convince them the Complaint is juſt : 
Many Points, ſays he, of mere Speculation, or ſuch 
at leaf? as have no dire Influence on prattical Du- 
ties, have by degrees been brought into Religion, and 
Churches have divided on thoſe Points. Thus, between 
78 and the Church of Rome, there are many Coutro- 
verfies of this Sort; abour the Nature and Number 
of Sacraments ; about the Power of the Pope; about 
Auricular Confeſſion, Penance, and the like, II the 
Doctor had preach'd fifty November-Sermons gain 
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Popcry, this wou'd take them all back, and 
might be well dcem'd a Recantation. He has 
fiercely exclaim'd on the Biſhop, for no other 
Crime, than warping too much to Proteſtantiſm, 
and preaching Doctrines, as it were, Over-Re- 
form'd; and ſo the Doctor is trying his Strength 
to bend the Stick the other way; and tho' he 
wou'd not uſe one moderate Expreſſion towards 
the Letter- Writer, whoſe Letter is a Proteſtant 
Letter, he can beſtow this mild Language upon 
ſome of the vileſt Parts of Popery, and which, I 
will ſhew him, have all a direct Influence on Practice. 
The Nature of the Sacraments with the Church 
of Rome is, to ſanctify and convey Salvation, 
Ofere operato, by the mere Act of receiving them, 
without giving a Man the trouble of true Re- 
pentance, and Change of Heart ; and the leaking 
out 4 Man's Secrets to the Prieſt in Confeſſion, 
alſoentitles]htm to Abſolution, and That entitles 
him to Heaven, and ſo does marching ſome 
Miles to a Shrine, or teaſing his Body with a 
Hair-Shirt, or a Scourge, by way of Penance ; 
without the ſour Conditions of Spiritual Refor- 
mation, requird by the Goſpel. Thus the 
very Notions of Virtue and Vice are con- 
founded and deſtroy'd, and the Practical Conſe- 
quences of theſe merely Speculative Points, are Diſ- 
ſoluteneſs and Debauchery upon Principle; and 


the Popiſh Countries are full of Examples of this 


Practical Speculation; and therefore the Doctor 
is not only no Politician, and no Divine, but 
allo no Hiſtorian. The Power of the Pope, 
which the Doctor huſsles in among theſe merely 
Speculative Points, I chuſe to ſingle out and men- 
tion by it ſelf, becauſe it is a Trojan Horſe, and 
nas Practical Effects enough in its Belly to lay 
the World in Aſhes, as the Greciaus did Troy; 
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19 
for it is, like Cartes's Vortices, indefinite, and 
claims over Princes and Governors, depoſing 
Kings, or creating them; transferring Crowns, 
and diſſolving the Allegiance of Subjects. Had 
the Biſhop of Banger ſpoke of it in this favoura- 


ble Manner, the Committee doubtleſs wou'd have 


ſaid, He impugned the King's Supremacy. 

* The Fifth of November, ſays the Doctor, was 
the Day on which the Sermon was preach'd ; and the 
* Methods us d by the Church of Rome, to propagate 
= her Opinious were, as they ought to be, in the Preach- 
er's View. But what if it had been preach'd up- 
on any other Day? Wou'd not the Doctrines 
have been the ſame, and as much the ſame with 
the Biſhop's as Mr. Sykes has ſhewn them to 
be? Are thoſe Methods of propagating Opini- 
ons bad only in the Church of Rome? Are they 
not equally bad, and equally to be condemn'd, 
in any other Church? Or are they only bad, 
when us'd to propagate a falſe Opinion? The 
Opinions of the Church of Rome are indeed 
falſe, and thoſe Methods are as vile as the Opi- 
nions, and are errant Popery, tho' employ'd to 
propagate the beſt Proteſtant Opinions in the 
World. . 

After he has fill'd Four Leaves, the Doctor 
begins to lay out the Subject of his Letter, and 
ſays, he will ſhew the Reader how he has aflerr- 
ed and maintain'd the Magiſtrate's Authority 
in Religion, in a Sermon; his 5th of Nov:mber- 
Sermon to be ſure; for we are concern'd in no 
other: No, it is what he has ſaid in a Sermon 
publiſh'd before it, and in another publiſh'd - at- 
ter it; and ſo thoſe Sermons are to be made a 
Pair of Spectacles to help us to read the other. 
Alfter this, he will ſhew what he has aflerted in 
that Sermon, which he ſhon'd hive done at 
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firſt, and not ſet our Heads a rambling with 


theſe Digreſſions. He promiſes alſo to take 
Care we may not loſe Sight of the main Point, the 


Agreement with the Biſhop. But I don't believe ; 
him ; for I know he will raiſe a Miſt, that 


under favour of the Fog, the main Point may 
get out of Sight; and he throws out Fumes and 
Clouds to cover it, as thick as Cacus did when 
Hercules came to ſearch for the ſtolen Cows. 

As to the particular Paſſages of my Sermon, ſays 
the Doctor, confronted with Paſſages from his Lord- 


ſhip's by the Letter-Writer, they ſhall be confider d in 


the Cloſe of this Paper. The only Point then 


which the Doctor has before him, muſt be ad- 3 
journ'd to the laſt, and be lightly touch'd on at | 


parting, becauſe the DoRor, for all. his ſlighting 
it ſo wantonly, finds himſelf unable to anſwer 
the Letter-Writer's Letter, till he has perplex d 
us with a Preface of Six and Thirty Pages ; which 


he uſes like an intoxicating Draught to ſtupif/ 


the Reader, that when the Fumes of it are float- 
ing in his Head, he may ſee double, and not 


know Truth from Error. And now having ar- 


bitrarily put off the hearing of his own Cauſe, 
with a crafty and corrupt Deſign, he ſteps from 
the Bar to the Bench, and cites into Court the 
Biſhop, the Letter-Writer and Dr. Snape, and will 
needs make them plead before him; but, with 
the Doctor's Leave, he is the Culprit, and not 
the Judge, and is under Proſecution at the Let- 
ter-Writer's Suit; and therefore he ſhou'd anſwer 

to his Name, and put himſelf upon his Trial. 
He is ſo generous, when he is going to fix a 
Senſe on the Biſhop's Words, which they ſeem to 
him to carry, as to declare he does not intend 
thereby to preclude his Lordſhip from any other Senſe 
or 
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or Meaning, which he ſbal think fit to infist on, ac- 
cording to Horace's Rule of Fair-dealing, 


— Hanc veniam petimuſq; damuſq; viciſſim. 


For as the Doctor aſſumes a full Authority over 
his own Expreflions, to determine them into 
what Senſe he pleaſes, as the Occaſion requires, 
he cou'd not in Conſcience deny the Biſhop the 
ſame Privilege ; but the Bifhop, like every up- 
right conſiſtent Writer, ſtands in need of one 
Senſe only, namely, the plain obvious one, which 
is the true. 

One End, he ſays, of his Lordſhip's —— making 
Choice of the Image of a Kingdom, was for the ſake 
of advancing this very conſiſteut Notion, © That as 
* far as new Sanctions are brought into Chriſt's 
« Kingdom, fo far new Sanctions are brought 
ce jn“; and he believes the World wilt not part with 
their old Notions for ſuch Improvements as theſe. But 
theſe Improvements are the Doctor's own, and 
not the Biſhop's: The Biſhop only ſays, that 
another Propoſition he had mention'd was as 
clear as this the Doctor recites, and the Doctor 
wiſely aſfirms he was formally proving the laſt. 
Such a groſs Miſtake as this will make an unto- 
ward Inference with reſpe& to the Underſtand- 
ing or Integrity of the Writer. But one Temp- 
tation Which invited the Doctor into this Ab- 
ſurdity, might probably be, to introduce the 
Fuſtian Rhetoric of the laſt Sentence of the 
Paragraph. | 

It wou'd be more worth the Doctor's while, 
inſte2d of deviſing Blunders for the Biſhop, to 
take Care to commit none of his own. To be 
King in another Stcad, he ſays, is to exerciſe his 
Authority, either with his Commiſſion, or without it. 


This 


. 22 
This is a very conſiſtent Notion of the Doctor's 
advancing, and if it wou'd not ſpoil his Mirth, 
I wou'd beg him to ſhew how a Man can ex- 
erciſe the King's Authority without his Commiſ- 
fion : and how a King, when another is King 
in his Stead, has any Authority of a King re- 
maining in him? For, the Authority of the new 
King muſt ſurely be his own, and not another's. 
At this Rate Trincalo's drunken Bull was indeed 
no Bull, and Muſtachio and Stephan might 
have been Viceroys, tho: he was Viceroy over 
them. 

The Doctor turns ſmartly upon the Good 
Man, the Letter- Writer, with the ſhort Queſti- 
on, What does the Good Man mean by excluding 
Men from altcring, what tis impoſſible they ever 
/hould Alter? wiz. the Nature of Rewards and 
Puniſhments in Matters of Conſcience and Sal- 
vation? And for the ſame Reaſon he ſays, he 
cou'd never underſtand what his Lordſhip meant, 
by altering the Nature of Chriſt's Rewards, &c, 
and he underſtands the Letter-Writer leſs. I 
am afraid the Doctor has more Underſtanding 
here, than his Modeſty is willing to own, and 
really ſaw thro' all this Intricacy ; that his Lordſhip 
and the Letter-Writer by theſe difficult Paſſages, 
meant what all the World underſtood them to 
mean, a Pretcnding to an Authority to apply 
Temporal Rewards and Puniſhments in Matters 
of Conſcience and Etcrnal Salvation, inſtead of 
of thoſe Spiritual oncs cſtabliſh'd by Chriſt. 

The Doctor lays the Biſhop's Doctrine toge- 
ther, in a Syllogiſm, for two Reaſons, that his 
Lordſbip's Doctrine may more evidently appear And 
in Imitation of his Lordſhip, who, he tells us, ſeems 
in his late Performances to be grown very fond of 
Mood and Figure. The empty Forms of Learn- 
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ing, his Lordſhip never was, nor ſeem'd to be 
fond of ; but what he is truly fond of, and the 
World is fond of him for it, is clear and ex- 
act Reaſoning, good Senſe and conſiſtent O- 
pinions; and the Doctor's Caſe is at preſent 
attended with ſuch Circumſtances that he finds him- 
ſelf under a Neceſſity (a Neceſſity of his own mak- 
ing) not to imitate him in theſe. It is no Fault 
in the Courſe of a Diſpute ſometimes, for Illu- 
ſtration, to throw an Argument into the ſtri& 
Figure of a Syllogiſm ; nor do I believe the Do- 
ctor thinks it ſo, but purely intended this for a 
Point of Wit, of which in his late Performan- 
ces, he is grown very fond. 

It happens alſo unfortunately, that this Syl- 
logiſm of the Doctor's does not anſwer his De- 
ſign, but makes it more evidently appear that 
the Doctrine is perverted by the Doctor, and 
that he did not underſtand how to draw a true 
Syllogiſm, or wou'd not give us one. For why 
is the Limitation in the Minor left out in the 
Concluſion ? Beſides, I have ſhewn above, that 
the Laws of Reaſon and Nature in general are not 
the Subject of Temporal Sanctions; and the 
Obedience the Will of God requires, being 
that of the Heart, and God having reſerv'd the 
Judgment of the Heart to himſelf, ir muſt be an 
Invaſion of his Kingdom for Men to undertake 
by their Sanctions to - enforce ſuch Obedi- 
Ence. 

But the Doctor's chief Truſt, I find, is in his 
Penalty-Logic, and therctore he is ſcaring away 
the Biſhop's reſtiff unmanageable Reaſons by that 
terrible Denunciation; He find that S o - 
THING he muſt part with; and I heartily wiſh 
him the happier Choice, This perſuaſive Menace 
is utter'd in the true Spirit of Popery, that is 
Per- 


240 
Perſecution; and muſt not be wholly deſpis'd, 
for the Doctor is undoubtedly Maſter of his Com- 
mittees ſecret Councils, and well knows whar 
Unproteſtant Practices they are meckly agreed 
to try upon the Biſhop. SoMETHIN „ 
which the Doctor has peculiarly diſtinguiſh'd by 
Capitals, means either the Biſhop's Doctrine or his 
Biſhoprick ; and the Doctor awfully ſignifies he 
ſhall be oblig'd to recant the one, or be de- 
priv'd of the other. Temporal Puniſhments, the 
Doctor owns, are not deſign'd to beget Per- 
ſwaſion ; this Deprival therefore muſt be in- 
tended not to convince the Biſhop of his Errors, 
but to revenge them, and by his Example to 
terrify others, not to enlighten them. If the 
Doctor ever writes again, I deſire he will di- 
ſtinguiſh between this Method of Proceeding 
and that of the Inquiſition. But pray why may 
not the Biſhop as lawfully hold his Doctrines 
and his Biſhoprick, as the Doctor himſelf holds 
his November-Sermon, his Commattee- Decree, and 
all his Preferments? What the Doctor wou'd e- 
ſteem the happier Choice in an Extremity, we 
may eaſily conclude : he wou'd certainly think 
all his Sermons over-bought at the Expence of 
one of his Dignities ; But the Biſhop has another- 
gueſs Notion of the Value of Truth and Inte- 
grity, than to take a Biſhoprick, or even the 
World, or Life it ſelf, in Exchange; and tho' the 
Doctor may be well pleas'd to ſee him Chri- 
ſtianly made an Example of this Illuſtrious Vir- 
tue, and added to the Number of Confeſſors, I 
truſt - he will find no Star-Chamber in England, 
to do it. 

I will ſhew the Letter- Writer, ſays the Doctor, 
that his Evaſion is not applicable to the Paſſage before 
us, The Paſſage, the Doctor produces out of 
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the Biſhop's Sermon, is this, If any Men upon Earth 
have a Right— to add to the Santtions of his Laws, 
(Chrilt's) to encreaſe the Number of the Rewards and 
Puniſhments of his Subjetis, &c. and Mr. Sykes's 
Words which he calls an Evaſion, are theſe; 
His Lordſbip aſſerts, That to apply Force or Flatien, 


* worldly Pleaſure or Pain, in order to make Men pro- 
ffeſi this or that Opinion (for this is evidently his 
AY Meaning.) But how does it appear Mr. Sykes 
meant this for an Expoſition of the other Pal- 
ſage? Why the Doctor ſuppoſes he did, becauſe 
he ſuppoſes it was meant to extend to all that bis 


Lord hip has ſaid on this Head. Tho' this idle 


7 Suppoſition of the Doctor's might be anſwer'd 
by giving it back again and unſuppoſing it; 


yet I will admit it, and pull bimb-meal his 


Z ſorry Argument upon it. He obſerves that the 
& Biſhop ſpeaks of the Sul jecis of Chriſt, and that 
in the Biſhop's own Account, the Church of Chriſt 


is the Number of Perſons, who are fincerely and will- 


= ingly Subjects to him, as Lawgiver and Judge; ard 
2 poſhbly, if the Gofpel be true, this is a true 
Account. And what Inference docs the Doctor 
provide us from this, to confound the Letter- 


Writer? Why; with Reſpect to the Subjects of Chriſt 
the willing Choice is ſuppoſed over : and what then? 
Why therefore if the Magiſtrate adds his Laws 
to aſſiſt and comfort the Laws of Chriſt wiic! 
his Subjetts have already received, they are not ap- 
ply'd to make Men profeſs this or that Opiuiuu. But 
before the Magiſtrate makes this aſſiſting Law, he 
mult ſummon the ſincere and willing Subjects of 
Chriſt to give him in a Liſt of the Opinions 
they already profeſs, and muſt} only enact them, 


and with reſpect only to thoſe particular Per- 


ſons: And ſo we have another Caſt of the Do- 


3 Gor's Politicks. For it happens that all Magi- 
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ſtrates have hitherto, (and will continue to do 
ſo, unleſs the Doctor's Politicks are taken Notice 
of and put in Practice,) all Magiſtrates, I ſay, 
when they cſtabliſh any Opinions in Religion, 
eſtabliſh them in general for all their own Sub- 
jets, and not with an appropriating Clauſe, 
only for the ſiucere and willing Subjetts of Chriſt ; 
and eſtabliſh not the naked Text of Scripture, 
but Expoſitions, Articles and Definitions of Men. 
And therefore, unleſs all the Magiſtrate's Sub- 
jects arc alſo the ſincere and willing Subjects of 
Chriſt, and the Magiſtrate enacts no Opinions 
but what they already profeſs, and always ſhall 
profeſs, the Letter-Writer's Sentence will be no 
Evation, and the Doctor's Argument will be no 
Argument ; and 1t is no Argument, and will be 
no Argument, for the the Caſe is not ſo at pre- 
ſent, nor ever will be. 

He was far from thinking —— and, as he 
«© thought acceftable to God, ſays the Doctor, 
are fine Expreſſions when apply d to our Saviour. 
And thus the Doctor, who found out the Biſhop 
15 a bad Reaſoner, and a malignant Writer, has 
allo made another Obſervation equally right, 
that hc is irreverent towards our Saviour himſelf : 
Concerning theſe Expreſſions let every Reader 
judge. Bur where was the Doctor's Veneration 
tor our Saviour and for the Goſpel, when he 
mentions the Parable of the Talents in his ſe- 
cond Letter, and for the ſake of ſcoffing at the 
Letter-\\ ricer, ludicrouſly adds, Oh! here is the 
Secrt of the Goſpel come out: *Tis all turning the Pen- 

Hy ; &c. 

. However, ſays the Doctor, here his Lordſhip has 
got hold of the IH Perſuation ; J wiſh him Foy 
of it; and l:t him mate the moſt of his Word. It 
cau oily, iz my poor Opiaren, ferve to ſbeu, that he 


miſtakes 
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miſtakes the Tendency of Negative Diſcouragements, 
which are not meant as Inſtruments of Perſuaſion to 


thoſe who diſſent from the Church, but merely as a 


Security to the Church from thoſe who wou'd deſtroy 


it. And I will lay hold on theſe Words of the 
Doctor's, and make them ſerve to ſhew his 
Miſtake, and that his Opinion here is, in ſober 
— a poor Opinion; & pauper videri vult 
Cinna, & eſt pauper. For tho' he is able to laugh 
at the Biſhoy's Notions of Civil Government, 
yet he will not be able to confute them, tho' he 
were a whole Convocation himſelf, or even a 
General Council. His Skill in Politics we have 
ſeen already, and therefore for him to turn a 
Tutor i in them and teach the Biſhop, is like Ma- 
viuss reading Poetry to Virgil. The Doctor in 
this Sentence means either the Preferments of the 
Church, or the Doctrines. The Letter-Writer 
underſtood it of the firſt, becauſe thoſe only can 
be ſecur d by the Negative Diſcouragements of 
Human Laws; but the Doctor is out of Pari- 
ence at this Meaning, and renounces it; and 
therefore forces us upon the other; and I do not 
wiſh him Joy of it, which wou'd be a vain With; 
bur I inſiſt upon it and will not be deny'd, 
that ſince he has choſen this Meaning, he ſhall 
take theſe Abſurdities along with it; viz. that 
Penalties are Reaſon and Argument; and that 
for Opinions in Matters not Civil, a Man ought 
to ſalle r in his Civil Rights; and while he pays 
to the State all the Obedience of a Subject of 
it, the Stare may juſtly puniſh him, becauſe in 
Religion he happens to imagine himſelf a Sub- 
je& of our Saviour's, and directs his Obedience 
to him; and by uſing this riotous Liberty of 
Conſcience, injures no one Member of the Com- 
munity in his Perſon, Property or Credit. 
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The Letter-Writer is ſcourg'd again, p. 21. for 
going to perſuade us that all his Lordjhip has ſaid, a- 
mou:ts only to this; to make uſe of Temporal Rewards 
of Religion, is adding, fo far, ſomething of this World, 
to a Kingdom not of this World. A very ſafe Propoſi- 
tion, lays the Doctor, it has only this Fault, that tis 
n0:hing to the Purpoſe. But the good Man, the Let- 
ter · Writer, does not offer to perſuade us, this is 
all his Lordſhip has ſaid: He has no ſuch Words. 
They are the Doctor's, and the Fault of not 
being to the Purpoſe, is the Fault of the Do— 
ctor's own trifling Reflection ; as if the Adding 
this ſomething of this Morld to a Kingdom not of this 
I170:1d, were a thing purely indifferent, and did 
neither Good nor Harm to Religion; becauſe 
rhe Letter- Writer did not ſay it was miſchievous 
in Words at length; and ſo, if a Man charges 
another with bearing Arms againſt the King, 
he woud not charge him with High-Treaſon, 
tor want of uſing the expreſs Term. I hope to 
meet few ſuch Arguments as this, they are ſo 
difficult to anſwer. | 

As to the Practice of Virtue and Charity, the 
Biſhop has fix'd that in a clear Light in his Poſt- 
ſcript; I ſhall therefore only ſay, that External 
Actions are alone the Subject of the Magiſtrate's 
Care, becauſe real Virtue lying in the Heart, is 
unavoidably beyond his Reach. It he ordains 
Laws for this End, he can never be certain when 
they are obey'd, which is a Demonſtration that 
ſuch Sanctions are 1mproper, unleſs it 1s proper 
to make Laws which no Man living can be ſure 
whether they are obey'd, or not obey'd; and 
which we are. very ſure, becauſe Experience is 
continually teſtifying it in every Country, will 
have many oppreſſive and injurious Ettects. 
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The Letter-WWriter, he obſerves, ſeems to be won- 
derfully ſcar d with a Conſequence, drawn by the Com- 
mittee, from a Paſſage of the Sermon. The Do- 
or charitably runs in to his Aid, and cheats 
him up very tenderly, Dear Sir, dun't be frighteu'd; 
and for his Conſolation, is mighty diligent to 
convince him the Conſequence he is ſo trighten'd 
at, is true. But I will ſpoil the Doctor's Mock- 
Pity, and ſhew it is not true. The Report, ſays 
Mr. Sykes, has charg d his Lordjhip's Pofition, with 
Setting the Worſhip of God, and the Neglett of it, 
Religion and Irreiigion, on an equa! Foot in this Hſorld. 
One of the mot (trange and ſurpriſiag Conſequences 


that ever was drawn. | join Iflue with him in it, 


that it is a ſurpriſing Conſequence to be drawn 
by Proteſtant Divines. The Doctor (who was 
ot the Committee, that drew it) affirms it is a very 
plain Conſequence, and I athrm the Biſhop's 
Words plainly admit no ſuch Conſequence. Let 
the World judge: The Polition from whence 
they wou'd draw it, is this: If the ver) Eſſence 
of God's Worſhip be Spirit and Truth; : Religion 
be Virtue and Charity, &c. In theſe Caſes, to apply 
Force or Flattery, worldiy Pleaſure or Pain, is to act 
contrary to the Intereſts of true Religion, as it is plain- 


ly oppofite to the Maxims on which Christ founded 


bis Kingdom. The Biſhop's Argument here is 
molt expreſly pinn'd down by his own Words, 
to the Caſe of applying temporal Rewards and 
Puniſhments to the internal Religion of the 
Heart, by which alone God is worſhipp'd in 
Spirit and Truth: For he favs, Iu theſe Cases, &c. 
in open Defiance of which Limitation, this vile 
Inference mult be extorted; as if he had affirm'd, 
that external Actions of Immorality and W:ck- 
edneſs were alſo not juſtly under the Cognizance 
of Human Laws. The Scripture ſays, The Se- 
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crets of Mens Hearts are to be judg'd hereafter 
by our Saviour, who knows them, and that God 
has committed this Judgment to his Son ; bur the 
Biſhop, it ſeems, muſt not argue ſo, tho' it be in 
Scripture: But I will be ſo bold as to believe the 
Scripture, and to ſay after it, without fear of Do- 
tors, and Committees, and Synods, that the Means 
whichAlmighty God has ordain'd for producing 
real Religion in the Hearts of Men, are only the 
Promiſes and Threatnings of his Word, his 
own Grace, and the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit; and all the Arms of Ottence and Detence, 
which St. Paul recommends to us Chriſtians, are, 
like our Warfare, Spiritual. Mahomer, I know, 
has left a Standard Military, to his Muſelmans, 
to lead out Janizaries and Spahi's, and teach the 
Nations by Dint of Scymeter; and the Pope, 
who 1s as good an Authority, has provided him- 
ſelf another, and made it fine with Peter's Name, 
and this proſciytes alſo by Edge of Sword. And 
thus the late Freuch King ſent forth Dragoon- 
Apoſtles to Evangelize his Subjects, and argued 
home by a wonderful Variety oft Diſcouragements 
Negative and Poſitive. But our Saviour did not 
furniſh his Church with ſuch a Standard ; nor 
has promis & it one, for it is no where menti- 
on'd in the Hiſtory of the New-Teſtament, nor 
in the Revelation, which reaches to the End of 
Time; and therefore if the Doctor will erect 
one, and call Princes and Rulers to liſt under it, 
and make a Croifade for Religion by Edicts and 
Arrets, let him look to it, for he has no Commiſ- 
ſion; and while our Underſtandings are open, 
we ſhall know his Temporal Sanction- Doctrine 
is not Reaſon; and while we have the Bible in 
our Hands, we ſball know it is not Goſpel. 


1 


I think the Doctor makes a great Compliment 
to the Reader, when he ſays, The Reader now 
ſees what his Lozdjhip's Doctrine is; ſince if he 
does fee it, after the Doctor has done all he 
can to puzzle it, the Reader's Eyes mult be very 
good, and better than the Doctor wou'd wiſh 
them to be. | 

Having given us a Breathing now, thro' 
above Twenty Pages, he owns at laſt, Jt is 
Time to ſhew what he has publickly declar d upon the 
ſame Sul jet, that we may be enabled to decide the 
weighty Controverſy of his Agreement with the Biſhop. 
It is high Time indeed ; but for all that, the 
Reader muſt out to Sea again; for the Doctor 
ſpirits up a violent Croſs-Wind, and blows him 
off from Shore, jult as he was going to land. 
His Deſign was manifeſtly to diſenable him to 
decide this Controverſy, and to keep him from 
it as long as poſſible ; accordingly, when he finds 
the Reader is advancing, he fells more Trees 
acroſs the Road to retard his Progreſs. Here 
are Six Quotations interpos'd from the Two 
Sermons, which I ſaid above, we have nothing 
to do with. In one, preach d and publiſh'd long be- 
fore that referr'd to by the Letter-Iriter, he tells us, 
he thus expreſſes himſelf : And ſo let him; for I 
will not give it a Hearing ; and the Paſlages in 
his Sermon before the Commons, which, he ſays, 
are pertinent to the Subject, J declare to be imper- 
tinent to it, and no way concern'd with it; 
he may look as many more as he pleaſes, but I 
am ſure it will not be for his Intercit to ſet the 
Letter-Writer to work upon them. The Suit is 
not about theſe Sermons, tis de tribus Capellis, 
the three Goats, the Fifth of November-Sermon, and 
I beg that may be ſet to the Bar; and it is a 

ſhrewd 
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[ 32 ] 
ſhrewd Suſpicion againſt it, that the Doctor is 
ſo unwilling to let it appear. 

My Friend (the Letter-Writer) perhaps will ſay, 
cries the Doctor, If you advancd Dottrines contrary 
to thoſe of your Fifth of November-Sermon, before 
you preach'd it, aud contradicted it afterwards ; what's 
that to me ? Whar can he ſay elſe? He knew 
he muſt ſay ſo, and yet he reſolv'd to abuſe him 
with this Fardle of Digreſſions; I charge the Do- 
&trin's in that Sermon, the Doctor goes on in his 
Friend's Name, with being the ſame with his Lord- 
ſhip's : Do you clear them? Rightly admoniſb d; and 
J obey, But as crank as he is at the Buſineſs, he 
darcs not enter upon it, till he has cautiouſly 
ſtated his Caſe over again, and reviv d his for- 
mer Preamble in the Reader's Mind, and deſir'd 
him of all Grace to keep thoſe Preliminaries in 
his Thoughts. 

Baut no Argument of the Doctor's ought to be 
neglected; for he is hard- ſet by the Letter-Wri- 
ter, and has a lamentable Cauſe, and therefore 
he mult in Juſtice be allow'd to bring all the E- 
vidence he can in his Vindication. In this ſe— 
cond Introduction he has many remarkable Sen- 
tences, ſome of which are a Fig-Leaf-Covering, 
and ſtand him in no ſtead, and others recoil up- 
on him, and ſpeak in his Accuſer's Favour. To 
fecure the Magiſtrate, ſays the Doctor, from being 
inſulted by Men, who pretend to aft according to their 
Conſcience ; their Aft.ans, I think, without any Re- 
gard had to the Principle from whence they ariſe, 
og to be, and are ſul jet to the Juriſdiction of the 
Magiſtrate. From theſe Words ariſe ſome Con- 
ſequences, which the Doctor will not like, and 
which I like very much; as, that the Magiſtrate's 
Juriſdiction extends to External Actions, and 
their External Effects on the Society, and not 
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to the Principle which produces them; and therc- 
fote he agrees with the Biſhop in the very Letter in 
which he wou'd prove he does not agree with him; 
and he does not agree with himſelf, for p. S. of this 
Letter, he ask'd, how the Magiſtrate cou'd better em- 
ploy his Power, than by applying it to thoſe very Points 
to which God has apply'd the Sanctions of the other 
World ? That is, to the Actions of Men with 
Regard had to the Principle from whence they 
ariſe ; for the Sanctions of the other World are 
thus apply'd by God, and not otherwiſe: And 
ſo the Doctor has been ſo good as to give an 
Anſwer to the former Part of his own Letter, 
and to ſome Parts of his Second Letter, as will 
appear in the Sequel. 

1 have already mention d, ſays the Doctor, the 
Occaſion of the Day, and the Practice of the Church 
of Rome, then naturally under Confideration. It is 
plain therefore, he cannot agree with the Biſhop, 
becauſe the Byſhop preach'd upon another Day, 
and preſumptuouſly preach'd Truth in general, 
and oppos d Perſecution univerſally wherc-ever it 
1s found, in the Church of Rome or out of it. 
This alone, the Doctor ſays, wil! make a great 
difference between his Lordſhip and me, were the Caſe 
even as tis * by the Letter-Miter; the 
Letter-Writer's Repreſentation of the Caſe is, 
that the Doctor's Doctrine is the ſame as the 
Biſhop's; and the Doctor anſwers, tho' it is 
as he repreſents it, that is, the ſame, there is a 
great Difference. But the Biſhop had no ſuch Oc- 
cafion, (the fifth of November) no ſuch View to 
plead, (that he preach'd againit Perſccution in the 
Church of Rome only ;) he cheſe his Subjett, and 
without Regard to, or the leaſt mention of the Church 
of Rome, or her Py 2flices, he writes down the Ma- 


giſtrate's Power in all Caſes, The Doctor then did 
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not chuſe to preach againſt-Popery, but it was 
put upon him like a Theme, by the particular 
Occaſion of the Day; and he only meant to ſhew 
us how well he cou'd declaim from ſuch a To- 
pic, and not what was his own Opinion; where- 
as the Biſhop of Bangor was a pure Volunteer, 
and undertook freely to vindicate Religion, and 
maintain the Common Rights of Chriſtians a- 
gainſt all Violations ; and becauſe he has not 
had the Doctor's Cunning to prove a Truth in 
general, and then ſay that he meant it only a- 
gainſt the Pope in particular, the Doctor is 
very Orthodox in his Doctrine, and the Biſhop's 
Decteine, tho' it is notoriouſly the ſame, is er- 
roncous and pernicious, and muſt be condemn'd; 
and what is the happieſt Circumſtance of all, 
the Doctor may honourably keep his own Do- 
ctrine, and condemn the Biſhop's, 

The Doctor goes on in his Proofs, If our 
IVords were the ſame, yet cur Meaning was not. 
But how Thall we find the Difference, and know 
the two Meanings aſunder? Every honeſt Man 
chuſes to {peak and write as he thinks, and he 
who docs not, cheats the Publick, and ought to 
be cry'd down. It the Doctor therefore will not 
ſend abroad his Meaning along with his Words, 
he ſhon'a keep his Words at home ; for. to gut 
them of the Meaning, is to ſlip out the Oyſter 
for himſelf, and give us the empty Shell. He 
thinks the viſible and plain Meaning of his Ser- 
mon has laſted long enough, and now he pub— 
liſhes it with another, which he has a particular 
Occaſion tor at preſent; but he has no more 
Right thus to call in our Language and new 
mould it, than he has to melt the Coyn down, 
and alter the Standard. 
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If the Biſhop ſpoke expreſly of the Exerciſe of the 
Temporal Power in all poſſible Caſes in Religion what- 
ever, and the Doctor only of the Exerciſe of it, as 
uſed in the Church of Rome, the Biſhop has fully 
diſcharg'd the Duty of a Proteſtant Divine, and 
the Doctor has ſhamm'd it, and ſtop'd half 
way. But his Arguments on this Head, carry 
home to the ſame Mark with the Biſhop's, tho' 
he is calling after them as loudly as he can, to 
countermand them, and bid them ſtay. 

I was in pain for the Doctor, and thought 
he had a deſperate Cauſe ; but I find he is ſan- 


guine upon it, and has ſo much to ſay for him- 


ſelf, that he can even afford to give up the no- 
ble Defence he has juſt now made, and truſt 
the Iſſue to what remains: But, ſays he, I quit 
this Plea; I bave no Occaſion for it. And he is 
right in quitting it, as faſt as he can: Ir is a 
rotten Roof, and if he ſtays under it, will fall 
upon his Head ; and he wou'd have been 
righter ſtill, in not offering it, becauſe tho' 
he quits it, perhaps others will not, but will 
remember his Good Will in having try'd to 
put it upon them: He certainly has no Oc- 
caſion for it; for no Man in his Extremity 
has Occaſion for that which will do him no 
Service. 

Bur let us ſee how ingeniouſly the Doctor diſ- 
proves the Proofs of his own Sermon, or ltrokes 
them into Temper, and curbs them trom flying 
wildly out in true Conſequences at large: Why 
he tells us, with reſpect to our Saviour s Reaſon for 
the Excluſion of Temporal Power in Matters of Re- 
ligion, he undertook in his Sermon p. 5. to Hero, 
that it holds in all Caſes with Reſpect to Churchs 
Power, 1. e. as he explains it in his Letter, that 
the Church, as ſuch, has no Temporal Power. It 
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our Saviour has excluded the Temporal Power 
in Matters of Religion, it is excluded; and the 
Door is ſhut upon it, and bolted ; and neither 
Prieſt nor Prince have a Power of opening ſo 
much as a Window to let it in again: But the 
Doctor is for moderating our Saviour's Reaſon; 
and tho' he has not the Face to entertain this 
Power. after the Proclamation is out againſt it, 
he cant find in his Heart to ſend it out cf the 
Country, but hides it by Stealth at a Friend's, 
where it may be at hand upon Occaſion. The 
Magiſtrate is to have the Keeping of it for the 
Uſe of the Clergy, and they are to give him the 
Signal when to apply it. It is thus and no other- 
wiſe that the Exerciſe of the Temporal Power 
is us'd in the Church of Rome ; for it is the Lay- 
Arm burns and butchers, while the Clergy al- 
ways have the Grace to ſhift off the Barbarity 
and Slovenlineſs of the Execution from themſelves: 
It the Doctor therefore ſpoke expreſly of the 
Excrciiſc of the Temporal Power as us'd in the 
Church of Roe, he has done more than he was 
aware of, and willing to do, and has expreſ- 
iy ſpoke of the Exerciſe of it even in the 
Magiſtrate's Hands. This is plain, and if it 
were not for that Back-Door of his Meaning 
wh keeps open, I am ſure, he cou'd never 
et off. 

, Under this Head, the Leiter-Writer, ſays the Do- 
ctor, found ſome ſtrong Expreſſions againſt Temporal 
Power in Matters of Religion; and what I ſaid, with 
ReſpeSt to the Church's Right of uſing ſuch Power, he 
Las confronted with the Biſhop's Declarations, in re- 
gard to the Magiſtrate's Right. The Doctor cant 
much blame him if he did, becauſe at that Time 
the old Meaning of the Sermon held good, and 
this ncw One was not publiſh'd; and 1 hope 
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he will not expe& the Letter-Writer ſhou'd be 
as quick as himſelf, and underſtand his Meaning, 
as he has anſwer'd the Biſhop's Book, before it 
came out. But here lies the Miſchief, the un- 
wary Reader, by this Stratagem of the Letter- 
Writer's, is led to think the Doctor and the Bi- 
ſhip mean the ſame Thing. And ſo he muſt think 
if he believes his Eyes, and it will coſt the 
Doctor himſelf ſome Pains not to think ſo too: 
The Doctor aſſures us they are ſpeaking on two very 
different Subjects, and ſays this will appear by and 
by. It it does, I will own it, tho' if the contrary 
appears, I will not be ſo unreaſonable as to re- 
quire the Doctor to own that. And now for 
the Tryal. The Doctor begs leave to tranſcribe 
one Paſſage from Page 11 of his Sermon, which will 
clear this Point, and ſhew on what Subject he was 
zreating ; and this Paſſage I will here tranſcribe, 
becauſe as the Doctor ſays, it will clear the 
Point, and ſhew the Subject. As to mere Difference 
in Opinion, which ends ouly in Speculation 
or produces only ſuch external Atts, as no way con- 
cern the Public Peace; I ſee not how the [\{apiſirate 
can intereſt himſelf in them But where-ever Difſcr- 
ence of Opinion is attended with Conſequ-nces that 
may affect the State, how can it ſtand with Reaſon 
to exclude the Magiſtrate in ſuch Caſes The Do- 


ctor here maniteltly limits the Magiltrate's Au- 


thority to ſuch Opinions as by external Acts con- 
cern the Public Peace, and conſcquently leaves 
all other Opinions and Actions tree ; which is 
notoriouſly the Biſhop's Doctrines, and expret- 
ly declard in his Preſervative, which the Do— 
ctor and his Committee have likewiſe condemn'd ; 
and it is alſo the Doctrine of his Sermra, tor 
the Opinions and Actions he there exempts from 
Human Laws, are ſuch as produce no external 
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Miſchief to the State, and therefore ought not 
to be puniſh'd, nor can they be promoted by 
Temporal Premiums, for Reaſons alledg'd above. 
And if any Man now ſees theſe to be tuo very 
different Subjects, let him ſtand forth and ſhew 
it; for the Doctor has fail'd in his Promiſe, and 
has only gone about to make it good by piping 
us into the ſame Nett as he caſt at the Letter- 
Writer once before (p. 28.) and becauſe he has 
not us'd the ſame Expreſſions with the Biſhop 
we mult be childiſh enough to underſtand he has 
aſſerted a very difterent Doctrine, and be poz'd 
with his Queſtions, Am I here ſpeaking of the 
* Laws of Chriſt ; of the very Eflence of God's 
« Worſhip, Spirit and Truth, c. FI am not, 
ſays the Doctor, how can the Biſhop and I be made 
to agree in one Point, when tis evident we are treat- 
ing of two entirely diſtinct and oppoſite ? &cCc. But 
that we may not be diſturb'd with this bold 
Fallacy, which like a ſtubborn Phantom is 
at every Turn croſſing our Way, 1 will at- 
tempt to ſpell it down, and lay it at once. 
The Point they both treat of 1s the Right of 
uſing Temporal Puniſhments in Matters of Re- 
ligion; the Subject therefore is platnly the ſame ; 


and they both argue from the ſame Premiſes, 


viz.. the Nature of Religion and of Chriſt's 
Kingdom; but the Doctor's Interence, he pretends, 
js not the ſame, for he only infers that the 
Church has no ſuch Right, but the Magiſtrate 
has: but if I am able to read, he has deny'd it 
of both ; theſe arc his Words : The Church has 
0 Right to impoſe Penal Laws upon any Account; in 


Matters purely of a Religious Nature, the State has 


a0 Right neither. 
In this Quotation, which I have printed ac- 
cording to the Doctor's important Pointing, I 
have 
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have afhix'd the Word purely to the proper Mem- 
ber of that Sentence, for by this Accuracy the 
Doctor expects to eſcape; and p. 33. he lays a 
wonderful Streſs on the Word, and prints it in 
Capitals, PRE REIIOION, Cc And therefore 


when he flung it away p. 42. in a Pet, he for- 


got himſelf in his Paſſion, and wou'd not elſe have 
parted with ſo fignificant a Word. But as much as 
he hopes for from it in either Quotation, it will 
do him no Service: For in that, p. 32. be uſes 
it for real and ſincere Religion, in Oppoſition 
to Hypocritical Pretences, and in this laſt, p. 
42. for Matters not of a Civil Nature ; the firſt 
therefore being a Crime wholly Spiritual and 
ſeated in the Heart, is an Offence only againſt 
that King whoſe Kingdom is not of this World, 
and can be puniſh'd only by him; and the other 
being purely of a Religious and not of a Civil 
Nature, the Magiſtrate has no Right to intereſt 
himſelf in it. 

I have complain'd of the Doctor's keeping o- 
pen his Back-Door of a Meaning, and as I be- 
lieve he will fly to it here, I will therefore ſet my 
Shoulder to it, and ſhut it up. By Matters 
purely of a Religions Nature, I am apprehenſive, 
he will cry he means, Points of Conſcience reſiding 
in the Mind, and not breaking out into ill Practices. 
But let him mean what he will, thoſe Words of 
his will not convey ſuch a Meaning to any Rea- 
der, but will obvioully ſignify Actions, as wel! 


as Thoughts; and tho' his Meaning may bwhis 


own, and may be this to Day afid that to Mor- 
row, yet the Meaning of Words is a Public 
Property, as I have told him, and already ſet- 
tled by Cuſtom, and he has no Right nor Power 
to change it at a Pinch, let him want it ever ſo 
ſurely. Beſides, if he will ſtand to the preſent 

| Mean— 


L 49 ] 
Meaning of his Sermon, that will be ſufficient, Þ 
for I have ſhewn above that his Argument even 
according to his own Limitation, is againſt the |} 
Magiſtrate's applying Temporal Sanctions in 
| Matters of Religion; for this is the Practice of 
the Church of Rome, and the Doctor dares yet acc 
knowledge he meant to preach againſt that; and 
indeed if he meant to preach againſt Perſecution 
at all, he muſt mean to preach againſt Perſecu- 
tion for Religious Actions, and not for mere 
Thoughts; for tho' there have been many extra- 
vagant and barbarous Laws made in the World, 
yet no Man was ever mad and barbarous e- 
rough to make Laws againſt Thoughts wholly 
ſecret and reſiding in the Mind. | 
Well: If this, all this, ſays the Doctor, 7s not 
ſufficient to ſhew the true View of my Sermon, I have 
one Evidence more to produce : It is happy that 
he has; he wants him very much; for this, 
all this, his Evaſions and Sophiſms, and halt-way 
Inferences, and After-Meanings, ſhew only the 
Doctor's preſent View, and do not in the leaſt 
bring off his Sermon from the old Meaning, in 
which it ſtands arraign'd. But who in the 
Name ot Wonder can this Evidence be? It is 
no willing one, the Doctor ſays; who is it then 
that he has ſubpanad, and dragd into the 
Cauſe ? J aſſure you, even the Letter-Writer him- 
felf. The Letter-Writer, Impoſſible ! Why then, 
as Coleman ſaid, there is no Faith in Man: if the 
Doctor has had the Skill to get this ſame Let- 
ter-Writcrto tpeak on his fide, I have done; for 
fince the Plantiff is turn'd Defendant, the Point 
is over, and the Doctor muſt have the Verdict. 8 
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Butit is, not good to be haſty; this may be a falſe , 
Confidence of the Doctor's; and ſo indeed it is, 


tor now he comes to give us the pretended De- 
poſition 
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poſition of the Letter-Writer, I find it is only 
a miſerable Subterfuge of his own which he 
ofter'd once before, that the Biſhop and he have 
the ſame Words, and yet not the ſame Mean- 
ing ; and therefore I will over-rule it here, and 
he ſhall not revive it. As for the Caſe he puts 
for Illuſtration, I will anſwer it. Shen d 1 ſay, 
the King has no Authority, crys the Doctor, 
evidently meaning in Italy or Spain: Shou'd another 
fay, The King has no Authority, as evidently 
meaning in Great-Dritain or Ireland: ud 
the Letter-Writer ſay we agreed, that my Words 
had the ſame ill Tendency that the others had In 
Speaking, the Occaſion of the Diſcourſe, the 
various Replies, the Accent, Tone of Voice, 
Look or Motion, Cc. may very clearly deter- 
mine the ſame Words to a diftergnt Meaning, 
abundance of which Circumſtances cannot be 
expreſs'd in Writing; but as the Doctor's Sermon 
carries none of theſe diſcriminating Marks in it, 
to ſhew evidently the Senſe of it is not the ſame 
as the Biſhop's, this miſerable Plea will not ſave 
him; and if he and Some-body elſe were over- 
heard ſpeaking thoſe Words with no more Signs 
of a different Meaning than there are in the two 
Sermons, the Letter-Writer ought to charge the 
Doctor's Words with the ſame ill Tendency, and 
let him and the other make the molt of their 
evident Meaning which they never cxpreſs'd, 
when they came into Miſtminſter-Hall. 

The Doctor ſays, he is not arrived to an Au- 
thority, that will bear him out in diſcarding old Words 
and coining new ones; or raiſing new Images to re- 
preſent old Notions. But it ſeems he takes npon 


him an Authority to give us our old Words, 


and falſify the Senſe of them; whereas by uſing 


new Words, he had only been not underſtood, 
F bus 
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but by foiſting an unſuſpected Signification in- 
to the old ones, he has cheated us with a falſe 
Underſtanding. As to repreſenting old Notions 
by new Images, he is as vilely out in his Criti- 
ciſm as he 1s in his Argument, and the ele- 
gant Writers of all Nations will undeceive him, 
if he reads them; for the new Images may be ex- 
preſs'd in the old Words of a Language, us'd in 
the known Acceptation. After all theſe Abuſes 
of our Engliþ Tongue, it is barbarous in the 
Doctor to decry it as defective. It is a copious 
and noble Tongue, and has enabled him to 
ſpeak more clearly than he cou'd now wiſh for; 
and whenever he goes to interpret and torture 2 
Proteſtant Language againſt a Proteſtant Do- 
ctrine, may he find more Difficulties than he 
has done. 

He thanks the Letter-Writer for leaving out 
the Word purely in a Citation from his Sermon, 
tho the Senſe is not affected by the Omiſſion, 
as he wou'd poorly intimate it to be; and con- 
federing the uſe that bas been made of this, and 
Words of the like Import, he is very willing to part 
with his ſhare of them; his childiſh Quarrel with 
theſe Words 1s, that the Biſhop has us'd them in 
his Sermon, g. It was well he did not renounce 
Engliſh in general; we ſhou'd then have loſt the 
Entertainment of his excellent Pamphlets. But 
the Letter- Writer, it ſeems, did not know what 
he did in dropping that Word; no leſs than the 
Biſhop's whole Defence is endanger'd by it, and 
that, I dare anſwer, the Letrer-Writer never per- 
ceiv'd, tho' the Doctor does, I don't know whe- 
ther his being Evidence lately for the Doctor has 
won his Heart, or whether it is pure good Hu— 
mour, (I am not angry with the Word tho' che 
Doctor 1s) but he is fo kind to pull him by the 

Sleeve, 
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Sleeve, and whiſper him in the Ear, that for a 
Reaſon which he and I know, he ought to hade ſhewn 
more Tenderneſs for ſuch à ſignificant IY/ord. It 
will be the Reader's Loſs, if the Doctor's wag- 
giſh Conceir here ſhou'd eſcape not underſtood ; 
I am ſure he will like it if he finds it, but 1 
wou'd no more be oblig'd to explain all the Do- 
ctor's Jokes, than to write Notes upon the Cam- 
bridge: Jeſts. 

The ſhameleſs Fallacy, that the Doctor in 
his Sermon 1s only preaching againſt the Exer— 
ciſe of Temporal Power in Religious Matters 


in the Hands of the Clergy, has been detected 


above ; but as he is obtruding it upon us again, 
P. 45. I will once more deſtroy it, and from 
his own Words, demonſtrate the contrary a- 
gainſt him: To thoſe who urge the Conveniency of Tem- 
poral Puniſhments in Matters of Religion, we anſwer 
with our Bleſſed Saviour, Ye know not what manner of 
Spirit ye are of, The Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this 
World, N. B. nor is it to be Erefted or Supported by 
Worldly Power. He may well ſay, he can make 
this Paſſage no plainer. He need not; but he 
ought to be aſham'd of having told us in the ve— 
ry Face of theſe Words, that he is ſpeaking of 
Church Power and not of Civil Power. Is not 
Civil Power, Worldly Power; and is it not 
Worldly Power, whoever uſes it? One wou'd 
think if it can be more ſo by being in the Hands 
of one Man rather than of another, it ſhou'd 
more emphatically be Worldly Power when em- 
ploy d by the Civil Magiſtrate. Does he nor 
ſpeak againſt the Uſe of this Power in Matters of 
Religion at large, and not as us'd by any partt- 
cular Order of Men Why then will he confi— 
dently bear us down that, he ſpeaks only of 
Church Power, and not of Civil 
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His little Cunning, I ſee, is willing to help 
it ſelf at this dead Lift, by annexing the follow- 
ing Sentence, which Mr. Sykes did not go on 
to quote: He (Chriſt) has not intrenched upon the 
Civil Magiſtrate's Authority, or granted any Part of 
their Commiſſion to nis DisciPeLes. And be- 
cauſe he denies our Saviour has given the Clergy 
a ſhare in this, forſooth we muſt underſtand him to 
be ſaying, he has left the Magiſtrate at Liberty 
to ſupport his Spiritual Kingdom by Worldly 
Power ; but tho he claims ſuch an Abſolute 
Right over his own Words, as to make them 
ſignify what he pleaſes, and Univerſal Premiſes 
give a Particular Concluſion, he has no Right 
over our Underſtandings, to make ns ſee Senſe in 
Nonſenſe and rake Eaſt for Welt, that while our 
Backs are turn'd he may ſteal away his Sermon. 

He was ſo affable a while ago with the Letter- 
Writer, that he condeſcended even to break a 
Jeſt with him; but Humility ts as painful to the 
Doctor as a Vehicle of our lower Air is to a Spi- 
rit, and therefore he ſoon leaves it, and reco- 
vers his proper Temper, and gruffly tells his 
Friend at Parting: I have ſtated his Lordſhip's Senſe 
and my own ; if the Letter-IWriter does not like it, he 
is at Liberty to write on as he thinks fit: The Do- 
Gor finds he has a deſperate Cauſe to manage, 
avd is flinging out of the Court in a Huff: 1 
believe he is very ſincere when he ſays, he is 
not willing to attend upon every Call of this Nature; 
and the Letter-Writer's ſecond Letter has un- 
doubtedly made him more unwilling. 

He has now finiſh'd his own Detence ; and that 
being ſo happily over, he appears as Attorney- 
General for his Committee, and proceeds to arraign 
the Biſhop upon his future Reply; and becauſe he 
has juſt before us'd all his Art to corrupt the 1799 
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Senſe of his own Sermon, he imagines he has a 


Right to uſe the Biſhop's in the ſame Manner, 
and to pervert his Meaning alſo. 

He cannot but wonder to ſee with how much Anger 
the Committee is treated, for ſeeing what all the Morla 


ſees as well as they. If all the World ſees it as well 
as they, then all the World are as well qualify'd 


to judge in it as they are, and as for the big- 
ſounding Argument from Authority, non habet 
locum, there is no footing for it with us Prote- 
ſtants ; a Decree of any Convocation is as fit to 
confute the Biſhop, as the Pope's Bull was to diſ- 
prove Galileo's Doctrine of the Earth's Motion, 
and no fitter. It I ſhoud ſurrender my Reaſon 
in this Caſe to the mere Decree of any Synod, 
Council or Committee under Heaven, I ſhou'd 
deſerve the infamous Style of Traditor, more than 
thoſe Chriſtians who deliver'd up their Bibles ; 
for it woud be not only to part with Reveal'd 
Religion, but to fling away Natural after it, 
and whatever belong'd to the Senſe and Under- 
ſtanding of a Man. Beſides, no Body was an- 
gry that the Committee ſaw, for the Matter was 
ſo clear that they cou'd not help ſeeing ; bur 


the World is angry that in ſpite of their ſeeing, 


they have declard Things which they did not 
ſee, and which their Sight told them were not in 
the Biſhop's Writings. 

In Juſtification of himſelf and his Committee, 
the Doctor ſays, they cannot, if they will maintain 
the Truſt repos'd in them, be filent under ſuch an At- 
tack upon the Rights of the Chriſtian Church, and the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate : The Doctor may enjoy his 
own Notions and think the Clergy the Church, 
like the Man who was Captain, Lieutenant, 
Enſign, and Company all himſelf: But tho' he 
ſilently drops us of the Laity, who are neither 
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in Orders nor in Office, and ſhuts his Church- 
Doors upon us, we know our ſelves to be as 
much a Part of the Chriſtian Church as are the 
Doctor and his Committee; and that the Rights 
the Biſhop, following the irreproveable Exam- 
ple of the Apoſtles, has aflerted to us, are our 
Rights, and we know the Doctor deſigns ſome- 
thing elſe than to defend us in them, and ſo he 
may march his Troops home again ; 


Non tali auxilio nec defenſoribus iſtis 
Tempus et. 


We deſire no ſuch Defenders; our Rights are our 


N 
own, and we think them as ſafe in our Keeping a 
as in theirs, and are no more diſpos'd to make | 
them over to the Clergy for Security, than the 
Doctor won d be to veſt all his Preterments in N 
another, and hold them by that Tenure; and he n 
need have no Scruple of Conſcience in the Mat- 
ter, for a Truſt of this Nature neither is nor 5 
can be repos'd in him nor his Committce, till one 
Man can belicve for another, and be conſcienti- I 
ous, devout and good for another, and conſequent- 
ly be eternally happy or miſcrable in another's 
Stead; and when that is once done, a Man 4 
may live by a Repreſentative, and die by Proxy. e 
But I wiſh the Doctor wou'd chuſe his Side, C 
and not hover between two Camps. A few 3 
Lines before he was preaching againſt Church- be 
Power, and here ſings another Tune, and is th 
arguing for it; this is downright a ſecond Hr- 
dibrar, | ken 
m. 
On either Side he uon d diſpute, oy 


Confute, change Hands, and ſtill conſute. 
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He ſhoudrejoyce, he tells us, to ſee his Lordſhip clear'd 
of the Charge he is under, and wiſhes him nothing 
worſe, than that he may take the Methods proper to 
theſe Ends : The proper Method mult be to recant, 
for the Doctor and his Committee will admit no 
other Reconciliation ; and perhaps his hearty 
Kindneſs for the Biſhop might make him rejoyce 
to ſce him take this Method, and ſacrifice the 
illuſtrious Character he poſſeſſes, by a mean and 
diſſembled Submiſſion ; tho' he loſt his Honour 
and Conſcience together. 

But the Biſhop, I am perſuaded, has ot ſs 
learned Chriſt; nor will be aſhamed or afraid to 
own thoſe Truths before Men, for which our 
only Lord and Maſter will own and honour 
him before Men and Angels ; and if it were to 
happen that he ſhou'd thus forſake his Doctrine, 
yet he cou'd not overthrow it, becauſe it is 
founded on a Rock and will ſtand for ever; and 
his Cowardiſe in running away from his Sermon, 
as the Doctor has from his, wou'd be as unpro- 
fitable and vain, and he wou'd be no more able 
to confute it, than the Doctor has been before 
him. 

The Doctor now exalts his Tone, and begins 
to talk awfully in his Committee Capacity, Thoſe 
(his Methods) he muſt chuſe himſelf, The un- 
happy Biſhop is impeach'd, and let Reaſon and 
Chrittianiry ſay what they will, he ſhall be con- 
victed by Dint of Authority and not by Argu- 
ment. He may get Council where he can, for 
the Doctor; he will aſſien him none: It has hows 
ever a tolerable Face of Equity, that the Biſhop 
may take his own way to make his Defence; 
but what follows is by no means fair, it is 
frightning a Man, like old Jes, when he is 
going to plead : But, ſays the Doctor . 
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his Brows, /bould he reſolve to inſiſt on the Fuſtiſicati- 
on of his Sermon ; Bleſs us! What then ? Why, he 
will find, (if 1 have any Judgment) that he has a 
Matter of another Nature upon his Hands, than ever 
yer be was engaged in. The Matters the Biſhop 
has hitherto had upon his Hands, were Contro- 
verſies manag'd by Diſputation and Reaſoning ; 
but the Nature of the preſent, the Doctor tells us 
(whoſe judgment in this Particular cannot be 
queſtion'd,) is to be managd by the Syllogiſm 
of Temporal Puniſhments, and the Biſhop ſhall 
find all his Books anſwer'd by Deprivation. 
This indeed is Goliah's Sword, there is none 
like it, tho' methinks it wou'd better fit a Po- 
piſh Inquiſitors Hand, than a Proteſtant Di- 
vine's. 

But I find the Doctor is puzzled, and I muſt 
try to help him out: For whoſe Uſe, ſays he, this 
Anſwer (the Biſhop's future Reply) is preparing, 
1 profeſs I cannot imagine, or what Purpoſe it is to 
ſerve, unleſs to blind the Eyes of the World. I an- 
ſwer: It is for the Uſe of this whole .Proteſtant 
Nation ; and the Purpoſe it is to ſerve, is to 
perſuade every Chriſtian to ſtand fas? in the Li- 
berty where-with Chriſt has made him free, and to 
remember the Words of our Saviour, who 
forbid his Apoſtles, (and their Succeſſors 
too, whoever they are) to be called Maſers, be- 
cauſe ONE is our Maſter even Chriti; it is not to 
blind but to open the Eyes of the World, and 
to remove the Miſts and Films which others 
wou'd bring upon them. 

He is ſuſpicious the Biſhop means to trick 
him in the Queſtion, and uon d be glad te have the 
World about him think, that the whole Controverſy 
is about Authority to interpret and impoſe Laws, abſolu- 
tely, unlimitedly, unconditionally, &c, The er 
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need be in no Pain for the Biſhop's Integrity in 
this Matter, he will certainly deal very fairly; 
and not after the Doctor's Example, ſhuffle aſide 
the true Subject of his Sermon, and put up a 
wrong one in its ſtead. 1 ſhall ſpeak to this 
more expreſly when I come to examine the 
Charge of the Repreſentation upon the Biſhop 
as the Doctor ſtates it. But I will firſt ſhew 
the Falſeneſs of the Accuſation at the Cloſe of 
this Paragraph. Upon his Loraſbip's Principles, ſay 
the Doctor and his Committee, the Apoſiles of 
Chriſt are equally excluded this Authority of Interpre- 
tation. 

The Apoſtles neither had, nor elaim'd, in 
themſelves an Authority to make or interpret 
one ſingle Law of the Goſpel; but whatever they 
at any Time deliver'd as ſuch, they deliver'd 
by Inſpiration from Jeſus Chriſt, and conſequent- 
ly it was he, not they, his Authority not theirs, 
that enacted a new Law or expounded an old 
one. By this Inſpiration our Saviour made uſe 
of them as Inſtruments or Miniſters to declare 
his Will to the World; and what was thus de- 
clard, was true and obligatory, becauſe it was 
his Will, and not becauſe it was declard by 
fuch particular Men. For if inſtead of thoſe, 
he had choſen any others, and infpir'd them, 
the Doctrines and Precepts of his Goſpel wou'd 
have been equally true, and equally our Duty to 
believe and practiſe; which ſhews that the Au- 
thority of the Apoſtles was nor perſonally their 
own, but the Authority of him who ſent them. 
Neither Men nor Angels, nor Arch-Angels, a- 
ſunder or united, have Power or Right of them- 
ſelves to preſcribe to any Creatures in the whole 
Creation of God, Laws or Interpretations of 


Laws upon which their Acceptance with their 
G Ma- 
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Maker ſhall depend. If it cou'd once be ſo, 
they wou'd be to all Intents and Purpoſes, not 
relatively, as Moſes was to Aaron, but abſolutely 
to us in God's Stead, not Elohim but Fehovah; and 
we muſt then transfer our Allegiance, and pay 
our Adoration to them. If Reaſon did not tell 
us this, the Apoſtles themſelves have ſaid enough 
of it in the Scripture ; and did not the Doctor 
and his Committee know we have the Scripture 
in our Hands ? Why then is this abhor'd Con- 
ſequence boldly faſten'd on the Biſhop? It has 
a popular Sound, to inflame the giddy unthink- 
ing People, but it is being crafty and catching 
them with Guile. If they wou'd indeed conſult 
the Apoſtles Honour, let them do it effectually, 
and owe the great Example of St. Paul, and 
ſpeak to us, as of Sincerity, give us the Chriſtian 
Doctrines according to the Simplicity that is in 
Chriſt. 

Now for the Charge of the Repreſentation: The 
Doctor ſays it is, That his Lordibip's Dofrines 
zend to © Subvert all Government and Diſcipline 
c jn the Church of Chriſt”, and if Government 
and Diſcipline may be carry d on without ſuch mere 
Authority, then he aſſerts the Charge is juſt. He 
adds; It will ſtill remain a Queſtion, after all he 
(the Biſhop) can ſay upon that Subject, whether 
his Dodctrines tend or no to Subvert the Government 
and Diſcipline of the Church. If it will ſtill remain 
a Queſtion, that 1s an uncertain, doubtful and dif- 


putable Matter, for and againſt which ſo much 


Evidence may mutually appear as to make a 


Man waver and be undetermin'd in his Aſſent, 
why were the Committee ſo haſty and perempto- 


ry in reſolving the Affirmative, and aſſerting 
without Heſitation that the Biſhop's Doctrines 
have ſuch a Tendency in them? The Doctor 

puſh d 
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puſh'd on this Definition, and now acknowledges 
it will ſtill be a queſtionable Point: Bur I will 
return a ſhort and plain Anſwer to the Charge it 
ſelf, which he endeavours to ſupport by the Caſe 
of the Inceſtuous Corinthian. Every Chriſtian 
Church, or Aſſembly, may and ought to remove 
from them any Member, who manifeſtly walks 
in open Violation of the known practical Laws 
of the Goſpel, or directly denies a fundamental 
Article of the Chriſtian Faith; and properly 
ſpeaking, this is not an Act of Authority in 
them, but a Point of Duty. For Authori- 
ty is an Imperial Word, and implies Domini- 
on, Rule and Power, to preſcribe to others and 
aſſign them Inſtances of Obedicnce, but Duty 
neceſſarily ſignifies Subjection, and being under 
a Law of a Superiour, which unleſs we obey 
we become guilty and offend. Thus Chriſtians 
have certain Laws given them relating to Prac- 
tice, and certain Truths declar'd to them, which 
as Chriſtians they are oblig'd to embrace. And 
it any Man openly fails in either, they are en- 
joyn'd to forſake his Company, theſe are the 
Words of Scripture ; f Now we command you, Bre- 
thren, in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chris, that ye 
withdraw yourſelves from every Bruther that walketh 
diſorderly, and not after the Tradition which he re- 
ceived of us. 'In this therefore they do not exert 
an Authority, but perform a Duty and obey a 
plain Law of the Goſpel. And Reaſon it ſelf 
requird them to do the ſame, to diſcountenance 
ill Examples; and their Profeſſion by its own 
Nature excluded ſuch diſorderly Members; for 
by open Infidelity and Impurity of Life, a Man 
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actually excommunicates himſelf ; and thoſe who 
continue ſincere and upright Chriſtians, if they 
know his Crime, become Partakers of it by joyn- 
ing freely in Chriſtian Communion with him, and 
break the expreſs Precepts of their Lord ; for what 
Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs ? and 
what Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? Or what 
Part hath he that believeth with an Infidel ? So that 
the Admiſſion or Non- adm iſſion of any Perſon 
into the Church of Chriſt, depends entirely upon 
the Terms and Orders our Saviour has himſelf 
declar'd in the Goſpel; which he has given no 
Man Power to ſuſpend or alter, and has made it 
the Duty of all to obey. As to the Caſe of the 
Inceſtuous Corinthian, St. Paul reproaches the 
Church for not caſting him out as ſoon as they 
knew of his Crime; which ſhews that they were 
under an Obligation to do it, from the Nature 
of the Fact itſelf; for if they had wanted his 
Commiſſion to empower them, he cou'd not have 
blam'd them for their Neglect; and the Deli ve- 
ry unto Satan which he there enjoyns them, was 
a Miraculous Puniſhment, and peculiar to the 
Apoſtolical Times. 

This 1s the Scripture-Excommunication, and 
we need fear no other, for no other excludes us 
from the Favonr of God. But what have Men 
introduc'd in the ſtead of this? Have they not 
apply'd the ſame Severities to recover (as they 
pretend) a lapſed Chriſtian, as were once em- 
ploy'd to deſtroy our Religion, and root the 
Chriſtian Name out of the World? This is the 
Wrath of Men, and cannot work the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God: For tho' Spiritual Crimes be 
the higheſt and moſt terrible, yet unleſs the Crime 
be alſo Civil, and have Civil Effects, there can 
be no Right to puniſh the Offender in Civil 
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Privileges : Drunkenneſs is a Sin againſt the 
expreſs Laws of Chriſt, and therefore he who 
lives in the Uſe of it ought to be ſhut out of 
the viſible Church of Chriſt ; and as it has Ci- 


vil Miſchief in its Conſequences, it may be 


puniſh'd by the Magiſtrate. But tho' disbeliev- 
ing the Goſpel where it is preach'd, is a great 
Sin, and highly a Spiritual Crime, it cannot in 
its Nature be properly puniſh'd by Human Pe- 
nalties; for where there is no Civil Miſchief, 
there ought to be no Civil Revenge. And I hope 
the Doctor will agree to this; for it is mani- 
feſtly the Conſequence of his own Aſſertion in 
his Sermon, p. 11, quoted before, viz. - Diffe- 
rence of Opinion which produces only ſuch exter- 
nal Afts as no way concern the Publick Peace; I ſee 


not how the Magiſtrate can intereſt himſelf in them. 


A Diſcipline of this Sort, which is all that 
the Scriptures enjoyn to Chriſtians, his Lord- 
ſhip's Doctrines do not tend to ſubvert. I can 
very readily therefore make my Choice of the 
Doctor's Alternative, and anſwer that I allow 
the Diſcipline of the Church ; that is, the Chri- 
ſtian Diſcipline of the Chriſtian Church. And if 
the Doctor has a Fancy to introduce any other, 
he muſt ſeek ſome other Church to uſe it in, 
for he can never bring it into the Church of 
Chriſt, till he has pull'd down its Walls and 
Gates, as the miſtaken Trojans did, to admit the 
Grecians Horſe, and if it enters it will have the 
ſame fatal Event, it will betray and ruin the 
Town which ſome may fondly conceit it wou'd 
ſecure. When the Doctor ſays, You will be told (ac- 
cording as his Lordſhip intends to anſwer the Repreſentati- 
on) That you claim an abſolute, unconditional, unli- 
mited, and mere Authority to make and interpret 
Laws for Chriſtians, he ſays wrong; for I am ſure ] 
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ſhall be told no ſuch Thing. I will alſo make 
my Choice of his other Alternative, that this is 
not a juſt Charge, but that his Lordſhip's An- 
ſwer will be a juſt Anſwer to the Repreſenta- 
T10N. 

The Committee fix their Charge on the former ; (the 
Subverting the Diſcipline of the Church) ſays 
the Doctor, his Lordſhip will anſwer to the latter, 
i. e. about abſolute Authority. And no doubt but 
the World about us will improve by the Controverſy; 
But here he laughs on the wrong Side of his 
Mouth ; for the World has already improv'd by 
it, and will ſtill improve farther as it proceeds, 
and grow too wiſe to be terrify'd by a brutum 
Fulmen, ar be over-reach'd by Sophiſtry to ad- 
mit Decrces for Arguments. 

The Committee, the Doctor tells us, ſay, Ut 
(the Biſhop's Doctrine) ſeems to deny al Authority 
zo the Church; and under pretence of exalting the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, to leave it without any viſible 
Human Authority to judge, cenſure or puniſh Offen- 
ders, in the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Sal- 
Vation, 

I have ſhewn above that in excluding Offen- 
ders, the Chriſtian Church obeys an expreſs 
Precept of the Goſpel, and conſequently that 
it is not an Act 94 Authority in them; any 
more than a Man can be ſaid to have an Autho- 
rity to worſhip God, or to do his Duty. And 
tho' in a popular Diſcourſe it may be ſuper- 
fluous to inſiſt rigidly on Accuracy of Expreſ- 
ſion, yet in a ſtrict Argument and Diſpute as 
this is, an exact and Philoophical Propricty muſt 
be preſerv'd, becauſe the Concluſion depends up- 
On it. 

The Doctor asks whether in this Paſſage of 
the Repreſentation there is any Thing about mere 

Au- 
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Authority? Les; there is: For all Authority is 
ſuch, as every Thing is it ſelf and not another ; 
and if he will conſider it, all Authority is Abſo- 
lute, with reſpect to the Subject to which it ex- 
tends; and a Man can no more have a partial 
or Half-Authority to do any Action, than a 
Thing can be half- true. One Perſon may have 
an Authority more general than another has, an 
Authority extended to a greater Number of 
Things, but every one's Authority is abſolute 
within his own Compals, and in the Things to 
which it reaches. And Limitations and Con- 
ditions do not change the Nature of Authority, 
but only determine how far it extends, and di- 
ſtinguiſh what Caſes come under it, and what 
are excepted : For hethat is King of One Coun- 
ty, is as much, that is as really, a King, as he 
that is King of Forty. If the Clergy therefore 
claim any Authority at all to ordain Modes of 
Worſhip, or Articles of Belief, or to impoſe In- 
terpretations of Scripture, they claim an abſo- 
lute Authority, as to theſe particular Points; 
and the Doctor, in his Juſtification of the Com- 
mittee, mumbles the Thiſtle with an ill Grace, 
and is only a little timerous and baſhful in his 
Language, but he baits us nothing of the Thing 
itſelt ; and we ſave no more by him than he does 
that pays twenty Pounds in Sixpences inſtead 
of Crown-Pieces or Guineas; the Sixpence car- 
ries a milder Sound, but there is the full Num- 
ber of them, and they make the ſame Sum. If 
he and his Committee then aſſert their Authori- 


ty, and the Biſhop writes againſt abſolute Au- 


thority, he writes to the Purpoſe, and oppoſes 
them. 
This, I think, is a true Reſolution of the 
Queſtion concerning Authority, and In. 
diſ- 


L967 
diſembroil it from the popular Confuſion 
and Laxneſs in which it is generally conſi - 
der'd. And I dont ſee how the Doctor and 
his Adherents can ſave themſelves from the irk- 
fome Conſequences of it; unleſs they hope to 
find Shelter in the poor Evaſions, of underſtand- 
ing by Abſolute, Univerſal Authority, or, an Au- 
thority not derivd, the Exerciſe of which is 
wholly at- their own Diſcretion, and for 
which they are accountable to none. As to Uni- 
verſal, or Limited Authority, I have plainly an- 
ſwer'd above; and an underiv'd Authority never 
was in the lealt pretended to by any. To what 1 
have already ſaid therefore, I ſhall only add, 
that if the Clergy claim in any Degree ſuch an 
Authority as the Apoſtles had, that is, a dele- 
gated one, they muſt prove it, not by diſputa- 
ble Inferences and Conſtructions of Texts, but 
by the ſame Credentials of Miracles, which a+ 
lone will be an Authentic Declaration of 
their Powers. 

I have taken Care hete to do the Reader Ju- 
ſtice, and ſave him from having the Thing in 

aeſtion ſtoln from him under the Diſguiſe of 
a modeſt Expreſſion; and I muſt keep a good 
Look out upon the Coaſt, or the Doctor will 
yet convey it off by the ſame Fallacy. His Lord- 
ſip, ſays the Doctor, affirms, that Chriſt is the 
ſole Judge of the Behaviour of his Subjects, in 
the Affairs of Conſcience and Eternal Salvation; 
i. e. the Doctor adds, as he explains himſelf, p. 
15. Sermon — — In all Points relating to the 
Favour or Diſpleaſure of Almighty God. He 


does: and I deſire the Doctor, in the Words of 


the Liturgy, to hear alſo what &. Paul ſaith ; who 
was an Apoſtle, and had a better Title to Au- 


thority, than all. the modern Clergy, for they 
| claim 
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claim under the Apoſtles, and by Succeſſion from 
them; | 1 judge not mine own ſelf. For I know 
not hing by my ſelf, yet am I not hereby juſtiſy de but 
he that judgeth me, is the Lord. Therefore judge No- 
thing before the Time, until the Lord come.n 
And now let us hear what the Doctor ſays ; * 
(the Doctor and his Committee) ſay, that Chriſt is 
not ſole Fudge of the Behaviour Cc. for the Church 
has a Right to judge of the Behaviour f Men with 
Reſpect to the Laws of Chriſt, which, are Points maſt 
certainly relating to the Favour or Diſpleaſure 
of Almighty God. The Texts I have cited are 
particularly pertinent to the Caſe, becauſe the 
Word, Judge, is us'd there in the ſame Senſe in 
which the Biſhop uſes it, and in which the Do- 
ctor ho d have us'd it, to make his Argument 
hold; but he has done by this, as he did by 
his Sermon, he retains the Words, and alters 
the Meaning. Judging, with St. Paul and the 
Biſhop, ſignifies forenſically, to give Sentence 
Authoritatively, by which a Man as to E- 
ternal Salvation is acquitted or condemn'd ; 
and this neither the Doctor nor his Committee, 
nor all the Clergy, nor the whole Chriſtian 
Church, (God be thanked) are capable of doing. 
But the Doctor applies it to Acts of Diſcipline, 
the excluding an Offender from Church-Commu- 
nion, which I have ſtated before; and ſo his Shot 
goes over the Biſhop's Head; for Tranſitio ad 
aliud Genus, his Logic will tell him, is changing 
the Queſtion, and thereby concluding Nothing. 

As to the Point of Interpretation of Scripture; 
if we are oblig'd in Conſcience to receive any 
Man's Interpretation, it mult be either becauſe. 


— 


T 1 Cor. 4, 3, 4. 5 
H ol 


=—y — 


8 


— —— a Wy _ - — * 


5 
—— — — 4 _— 
"= n — — _ 
= 7 S x FR © 
® of * 


5 


2 oh. Ewa a 1 « > 


- 


— A , 9 ˙wQ-— — —ê =... re 


= += 
ES 


——— —— 8 . 


— — 


— - — — 
2 2 r 
— _ = « . 5 — 


— — —— — 
of — + — 


— 1 N 
A . 
% 4 ** 2 = 
- 


Conſequence be guided by the 


[58 ] 

of the Evidence it carries with it of being true 
or becauſe of the Authority of the Interpreter. 
In the firſt Caſe, we are Judges, and our Un- 
derſtandings are appeal d to by Argument and 
Reaſon, and in perceiving the Evidence we 
are paſſive, and all the Obligation we lie under, 
is to be honeſt, to attend to the Evidence, and 
when we ate convinced, to own our Convicti- 
dns. If rhe other is true, the Interpretation is 
to All Intents and Purpoſes Scripture to us, and 
equally Canonical, and the 2 muſt of 

oly Spirit, as 
the Apoſtles themſelves were in writing their 
EEA en 
"With Reſpe to the Right of Judging, ſays the 
Doctor, hi, L-vd/hip has added no Limitation, and, 
of Jrdges he ſays, there are Abſolutely aoae 
to Judge. The Biſhop's Words he refers to here, 
are, whether this Notion doth not ABSOLUTELY 
ExcLUDF ALLOTHER JUDGES, in Matter: re- 
lating to Conſcience, and the Faveur of God? The 


Doctor adds, Hi; Lordſhip has fuch a Plenty of 


Abſolntely's and Properly's, that e excuſe me, if 
IJ claim this { \'violutely) for the Uje of the Commit- 
tre, The Ju and the Judges which the Bi- 
ſhop rejeRts are Autherirative Judges and Judg- 
ments, in che ſtrict abd proper forenſic Serle juſt 
now chlerv'd. And one wou'd think it might 
be very ſafe to ſay ſach Judges there are none a- 
mong Men, (tor the Angels, no not even the fal- 
jen ones, that we know of, have erer pretended 
to aſſume this Character over us) but the Doctor 
will not allow it to be good Divinity; and 
therefore in his Committees. Name he arreſts the 
Biſhop's Negative Adverb, Abſolutely, and ſends 
it off of Guard where it was poſted, to clear the 
way for his new Sct of Judges to take their 

Place 
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Place on the Bench; that ſo the World may 
have the Advantage of being judged by Men, 
who muſt allo be judg'd themſelves, and are e- 
qually expoſed to Error, Malice, Corruption and 
Prejudice with any who ſhall ftand at their Bar; 
inſtead of depending upon the Sentence of our 
Saviour alone, which is conducted by perfect 
Knowledge, Equity and Grace. But in whoſe 
Name, I wonder, will he open the Commiſſion ? 
Not in the Name of Almighty God, for all his At- 
tributes make it impoſſible he ſhou'd conſtitute ſuch 
like. to- be· wrong Judges over his Creatures, and 
he has alſo declar'd his Election already, and it our 
Lord may be credited, t hath commuted all Judg- 
ment to the Son, and conſequently has kept back 
none to put into other Hands: And not in our 
Saviour's Name, for he has proclaim'd himſelf 
to be our only Judge, and he abideth faithful, and 
cannot deny himſetj ; which he wou'd eminently do, 
if he parted with any of this high Power to Men; 
and cou d not be a Saviour if he left his Subjects 
to their Deciſion. The Doctor mult therefore 


draw the Patent in ſome other Name, and get 
Authority for it in the fame Court where the In- 


quiſition had theirs; for Reaſon and Revelati- 
on will not grant him a Grain. 


. He is angry, I ſee, with the Biſhop for chuſing 
to repreſent the Church of Chriſt under the I- 
-mage of a Kingdom, becauſe that too plainly 


ſhews that he alone is King in it, and that all 
others are Uſurpers; and this clear and evident 
Reaſoning he thinks to overturn by/ a jingling 
Simily wrong apply'd: / believe his Lordſhip, ſays he, 
is the firſt, who ever thought of ſetting up a King- 


dom, merely for the ſake of pulling dus Authority 
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Whoſe Kingdom is it that the Biſhop ſets up? The 


Kingdom of Chriſt ; and whoſe Authority does 
he pull down? The interloping and ſham Au- 


thority of Men: and for the ſake of what does 


he pull it down? For the ſake of making our 
Saviour to be ſole King in his own Kingdom ; 
and his Subjects to be his Subjects only, and not 
another's. This Simily of the Doctor's then is 
topſy-turvy and ſtands upon its Head, and muſt 
be inverted to ſet it right; and is the ſame good 
Senſe as we have had from him + once before, 
that, to be King in an'ther's Stead is to exerciſe his 
Authority, either with or without his Commiſſion. 
The Doctor remember'd Horace's Servetur ad 
imum, and goes off with as much Wit, and Miſ- 
repreſcntation of the Biſhop, as he began : His 
Lordi:p, lays he, profeſſes ſeriouſly, that he © never 
© knew, nor heard of any Church upon Earth, ex- 
& cept tne Church of Rome in its latter corrupted 
« State, winch ever darcd to claim ſuch an abſo- 
e lute Authority”. From which he merrily inſinu- 
ates, that the Biſhop has done like him, taken 
his Sermon back, and eat his Words. The Do- 
ctor's Proteſtantiſm indeed is a ſort of anniverſary 
Proteſtantiim, local and literal, but the Biſhop's 
is real and univerſal, and he has preach'd a- 
gainſt the Thing and not againſt the Name ; and 
deſires his Arguments againſt this Uſurpations- 
Authority may make their full Concluſion un- 
baulk'd, and be in force at all Times and in 
every Place. The Church of Rome, tis true, 
ſpeaks out, and makes her Claim in expreſs 
Terms, and demands it roundly all at once in 
the Lump; but tho' the Sheepiſhneſs of our in- 
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verted Proteſtants makes them new call the Thing, 
and Chriſten it with a quieter Name, and 
crave only an humble Pittance of this Autho- 
rity in Diſguiſe, yet if we grant them this Piece, 
the Remainder will follow ; and ſo this little 
Cloud, like that the Prophet's Servant ſaw, which 
at firſt was only of the Bigneſs of a Man's Hand, 
will ſoon expand it ſelf, and darken the whole 
Heaven. And let the Doctor ſet as ſmooth a 


Face upon it as he will, that Authority which 


ſome of our Clergy have ask'd for, and which 
his Arguments, it they cou'd work his Will, 
wou'd put into their Hands, differs from the o- 
ther, no more than Twelve Pence from a Shill- 


ing; and if we open a Crevice to let in this 


ſeeming Dwarf, we ſhall loſe our Citadel, for 
the Giant of Popery in its full Growth is at its 
Heels, and will ruſh in with it. 

By the Doctor's Recapitulation of what he has 
faid about the Biſhop's future Defence, we find 
that if the Biſhop can anſwer the Doctor apart, 
he may be able to anſwer the Repreſentati- 
on of the Committee, and therefore we are well 
aſſur d rhe Biſhop will be able to write his De- 
fence ſucceſsfully, and anſwer them both toge- 
ther. But one of the Difficulties the Doctor puts 


. upon him to get thro' is, how he can teach Men to 


reverence thoſe who are over them in the Lord, 
after having exhorted them, to ſhew themſelves 
Subjects to Chriſt in the Affair of Salvation with- 
out fear of Max's JupDcmtentT? If the Do- 
&or will take an Anſwer from the Scripture it 
ſelf, he ſhall have a full one here: The Biſhop 


may reach this, as well as St. Pay! * teaches us 
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to do the firſt, and yet ſays that he himſelf 
thought it f a very ſmall Thing to be judged of 
Man's JuDGMENT; and as well as our Savi- 
our cou'd inſtitute a Chriſtian Church, and give 
the Officers of it, ſuch pretended (for they are 
only pretended) Powers, and yet ſay, 5 Be not a- 
fraid of them that kill the Body ; but 1 will fore- 
warn you whom he ſhall fear; Fear him who after he 
hath killed, hath Power to caſt into Hell: and ] am 
ſure that is not the Clergy ; for if they have this 
Power, they are not over us in the Lord, but are 
over us and the Lord too, for they wou'd deter- 
mine and allot the Condition of his Creatures 
to Eternity, by which his Dominion in them 
is / plainly ſuperſeded. The Biſhop, is cen- 
ſur'd, becauſe he diminiſhes the Authority of 
Men, and makes our Saviour alone to have the 
Keys of Hell and Death ; and if a Man believes 
this Scripture - Doctrine of the. Biſhop's, the 
Doctor is confident, he can never pay the Cler- 
-oy, that is, the Miniſters and Servants of our 
Saviour, a due Reſpet: In order to reverence 
the Clergy therefore, it is neceſſary that we re- 
gard them as dignity d with the Promotion 
the Papiſts have reverently given the Virgin Ma- 
ry, of being Aſſeſſors with Chriſt and having 
a joynt Voice to damn or fave his Subjects. 
Tho' this Expreſſion of the Doctor's muſt touch 
every ſerions Chriſtian with Horror, and the 
haſty Writer of it ought to be cover'd with a holy 
Confuſion, and to recall it publickly, yet 1 
ſcarcely expect the 'Fhunder of the Committee will 
roll againſt it, or their Lightning glare, or a 
fingle Bolt be darted at a Sentence, which in-. 
pugneth the Supremacy of the KING of Kinss. 
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